
 

 

Parents/guardians and minders Dear  

 

As we approach the end of September it is a good time to look back at what we have achieved as a 

school community since the return to school on 1st September.  We wish to acknowledge the 

ongoing commitment and support of our school staff over the past weeks with everyone playing 

their part to help keep school up and running.  We also thank parents/guardians for their                       

co-operation with the new routines and procedures. Most of all we say WELL DONE to all the children who have 

reconnected so well with school life. Please encourage your child/ren to keep up their good work at school,                             

to continue to co-operate with the Covid routines, follow their teachers instructions and continue to be mannerly                 

and helpful to all their classmates and school staff. 

Junior Infants have completed their first full week of school and are showing great 

independence when coming into school via the Community Gate (C) each morning. 

Parent/Guardians may, if they wish to do so, walk with their child to the Junior 

Infant class line as per email sent on Thursday 24th Sept.                                                  

It is very helpful that the Junior Infants are lining up in their class lines outside 

GATE C to enter the school yard at 9.10am. 

Morning/Home Time: We are pleased with the punctuality of all pupils in the morning. Everyone is getting used to the 

new entry/exit gate system. This had to be put in place to allow for the staggered entry/exit of pupils t/from  the 

school and to minimise the mixing of classes at morning and home time as advised by the Department of Education 

guidelines. Pupils should continue to line up at their gate in an orderly manner and stand at the railings/wall side to 

allow parents/other pupils pass along the footpaths. At home time all pupils and parents should leave the school 

grounds promptly by the gate notified for each class level and please keep to social distancing rules and avoid any 

gathering or grouping of parents/minders and children.  

Road Safety at school gates is a matter of concern especially at the morning drop off and at the end of the school 

day. Please park safely when dropping off or collecting children and be careful when driving as children and 

adults may be crossing the roads at various points. The school is particularly concerned about road safety 

at the Castleknock Vale gate area and have been in contact with Fingal Road Safety Office to state the 

case for an additional school warden service (lollipop person) at this crossing.                                             

The need for the extra warden service is currently being assessed by Fingal and we hope to have a decision 

soon. It will be especially important that everyone takes extra care on the school roadways on wet days. 

School Uniforms; A reminder that the proper school uniform must be worn by all classes as follows:                         

Tracksuit uniform for Junior and Senior Infants everyday. Full Uniform for 1st – 6th Class every day except on PE days 

when school tracksuit should be worn. School shorts are only allowed during the month of September so from next 

Wednesday 1st October please note that school shorts are NOT permitted as the weather is colder. Please wear long 

uniform trousers/tracksuit bottoms on the designated days. Girls may wear a skirt/ pinafore or trousers as 

preferred. Parents/Guardians – please check that your child is wearing the permitted school uniform each day.                   

As advised pupils should change out of their school inform when they get home after school.                                                            

Be sure and label all tracksuits tops/jumpers, coats etc so that they can be returned if lost. 

Reminder to 6th Class Parents: Don’t forget to make your application to local secondary schools as advised in the 

recent email sent from ScoiL Thomais. Please check with the website of the relevant school. Application forms are 

downloadable for Castleknock Community College from October. Please note that if you miss the closing date you               

may not be considered for a school place so parents must apply by the due dates for secondary school options. 

NUACHTLITIR 
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Staff News: Best wishes to teacher Ms Whelan who will be on maternity leave from next week. From Monday 28th 

September Ms Mernagh will return to Scoil Thomáis to replace Ms Whelan as SEN teacher. We also send 

congratulation to teacher Ms Creighton ( who taught R.14 pupils ) on the birth of a baby girl in early September.  

Booklists for 2020/21: Class booklists for 2020/21 were emailed to parents on 17th September. 

Thank you for your efforts to purchase all the books for your child’s class over the past week or 

so. The school is aware that some of the schoolbooks on the list are not currently available in 

Book Haven Bookstore and we understand that this store is making every effort to get the 

supplies in as soon as possible. Alternatively, parents may purchase the listed school books at any 

other bookstore or online from other book companies. Classes will start working from their new class books from 

next week but teachers will be fully understanding if some children do not have ‘out of stock’ school books so 

please do not be stressed about this – just send in the new books as soon as possible.                                              

Book Assistance Applications have been processed by the school office, eligible pupils will receive their books next week. 

Rental Books 2019/20: there are still some rental books ie readers, history/geography/religion books that have not 

been returned to school to date. If you have any rental books at home please send them into school on Monday with 

your child. This will help with the allocation of rental books for the new classes this year and will save the school 

money if we do have to replace the many ‘non returned’ rental books this year. 

First Communion 2020: Congratulations to the pupils from Ms Lenihan’s Classroom 15 and from         

Ms Travers Classroom 16 who celebrated their First Communion last Friday 18th September.                 

Masses for both classes were brought forward by a day due to the Level 3 Covid Restrictions.               

Thank you again to Fr Brendan, Parish Priest for his help and to class teachers Ms Lenihan and                

Ms Travers for preparing the pupils so well for both Penance and First Communion.  Special words of appreciation            

go to Mr Kelly and Sinead O’Donnell for their lovely music and singing at both Masses.                                                                  

We are all aware of the disappointment for pupils in Ms Galligan’s Room 13 and  Ms Boland’s Room 14 who cannot have 

their First Penance and First Communion this week as planned. Both classes will have their sacramental ceremonies in 

the Church as soon as such religious services are allowed to ahead. The children have shown great understanding of 

the delay and be assured that both sacraments will be extra special for all involved when they can be celebrated.                                        

As a special treat, all 3rd Class pupils (and their teachers) enjoyed the visit of Mr Whippy’s Van to the school with lovely icecream 

cones for everyone. Earlier in the day the pupils planted spring bulbs and flowers kindly sponsored by 3rd class parents -                        

the classes will keep a watchful eye on the pots over the coming months. 

Covid-19 Response Update: Parents/guardians and minders dropping off and collecting pupils MUST continue to observe 

social distancing rules – please keep 2 meters from other adults and wear a face mask when at the school.                                 

Everyone must all follow the guidelines to help keep our schools open, particularly now that there is such an increase in                              

Covid cases in Dublin. The safety of school staff and pupils is top priority at this time.                                                                                                

Please check with the school website www.scoilthomais.ie for updated Covid19 information and guidance from the HSE and 

Department of Education. Read the latest information outlining clear procedures that the school must follow for suspected 

or confirmed cases arising in the school. Please note that it is strictly the role of the HSE Public Health Team to advise 

the school on the action/ no action necessary if a case of Covid19 is confirmed in the school.                                              

The school cannot and will not publicise or comment on any individual cases in relation to pupils or staff so please respect 

this directive, which complies with GDPR regulations. 

School Attendance: Please ensure that your child is in school every day unless sick or for other good reason.  Parents are reminded 

NOT to send your child to school if they are unwell or have any Covid-type symptoms – please get medical advice if in doubt. The 

school must implement our Covid Response Plan if a child displays Covid-like symptoms whilst in school, parents will be contacted 

and asked to collect the child promptly. The child will be given a mask and removed from class and brought to the isolation area by 

a staff member to await collection. We ask that parents send a follow up email to the office/teacher to update the teacher on the 

child’s health and expected return to school. Email secretary @scoilthomais.ie please.  

Pupil Personal Accident Insurance 2020/21: There was a great uptake on the Pupil Personal Accident Insurance this September. 

Today is the final day for the acceptance of the online application and payment for your child.  

That’s all the news for this week, take care everyone !! 

Mary McGarry, Principal & Mary Ryan, Deputy Principal        25th September 2020  

http://www.scoilthomais.ie/

