
 

 

 

 

For the attention of Parents/Guardians  

This is the final school newsletter of this 2020/21 school year. On behalf of Scoil Thomáis staff we wish all our pupils and 

their families a safe and ‘sunny’ summer. We hope everyone can have some holiday time over July & August with family and 

friends and enjoy sporting and leisure activities this summer. As we reach the end of this school year, special mention for 

our pupils from Junior Infants to Sixth Classes for their good humour and resilience during this challenging school year.    

The sound of their chatter and laughter and smiling faces lifted our spirits each day and helped everyone to cope with the 

restrictions on school life due to the Covid pandemic. We look forward to seeing everyone return to school again after the 

summer break on Tuesday 31st August, refreshed and ready for the new hopefully more ‘normal’ school year.  

SUMMER HOLIDAYS: School closes for summer break this Friday 25th June. PLEASE NOTE HOME TIMES 

Pupils in 1st, 2nd & 5th Classes finish at 11.50am and 3rd, 4th & Junior & Senior Infants go home at 12noon. 

Please make sure to collect your child/ren on time on this day. 

RETURN TO SCHOOL: School will reopen on Tuesday 31st August for Senior Infants to 6th Classes and the incoming Junior 

Infants will have their first day of school on Wednesday 1st September. The full school calendar for 2021/22 is available on the 

school website www.scoilthomais.ie  Incoming Junior Infant pupils will have a preview visit to the school on Monday 30th August,  

parents will receive further information by email on the arrangements for this visit in late August.  

Covid Update: A reminder to all parents/guardians to continue to follow all Covid safety procedures and guidance 

during this final week of school. We await further Department of Education guidance for the return to school in 

September but it is likely that many of the current measures will continue to be in place for September 2021  

ie sanitising, class bubbles/pods, staggered start/finish times and restrictions on access to the school etc. The school will 

notify parents in late August of all necessary arrangements to be implemented for the return to school for everyone. 

Notification of Classrooms & Teachers for Sept 2021 will be posted on the school website www.scoilthomais.ie from 12noon 

on Monday 30thAugust so pupils and parents can check the name of their teacher, new classroom number and entrance gate 

for the return to school. Keep a check the website in late August for further information about return to school plans.  

NOT RETURNING TO SCOIL THOMÁIS IN SEPTEMBER 2021: Parents/guardians should inform Ms Ryan, Deputy Principal 

immediately if your child/ren are NOT returning to Scoil Thomáis in September. It is important that the school has this 

information at this time as applications to join various classes for Sept have been received. Offers of places can only be made 

where spaces in classes exist so a notification from those who may be leaving will assist the school in organising admissions. 

STAFF NEWS: The BOM will finalise staff appointments for the new school year during the summer break.             

As we finish this school year we send best wishes to teachers Mr Brooks and Ms Kelly who will be on career 

break for 2021/22 school year. Also we are sad to say goodbye to teachers Ms O’Connor and Mr O’Donnell and  

thank them for their great work this year in Scoil Thomáis. Special thanks also to SNA Aileen in Room 2 and 

Classroom Assistant Martina Loyd R.7 who have been working in the school during this term. Finally, the process to appoint a 

replacement Principal for October 2021 is underway, the BOM will inform the school community when an appointment is made. 

Special words of appreciation go to all school staff for working so hard over the past school year including 

during remote learning time in term 2. It was indeed an unforgettable school year but thankfully with the 

diligence, cooperation and professionalism of teachers and SNAs our classes continued for the children with 

minimal disruption due to Covid. Special mention must go to our wonderful school secretaries, Geraldine and Collette 

for their work in the school office over this past year.  To our hardworking caretakers Mick and Tony, who kept the school safe 

and who carried out so much maintenance and repair work in the school – we thank them both on behalf of everyone.           

Cleaners, Pauline and Regina worked hard each school day  ensuring all areas of the school were cleaned and sanitised which 

minimisied the risks of Covid transmission this past school year, - we thank them both for their attention and care to the school.   

FIRST COMMUNION PUPILS: We thank Fr Brendan who celebrated First Communion Enrolment Masses in the Church 

for each 2nd Class last week and to parents who attended Mass with their child. Communion Enrolment Certificates will be 

presented to the pupils by teacher this week. Preparation for First Penance and First Communion will continue on return 

to school in September and hopefully both ceremonies can go ahead in late Nov/early December, subject to public health advice,  

CONFIRMATION All Confirmation pupils participated in their class Service of Light Ceremony in the Church in June. Well done to 

the pupils and their parents for their attendance and attention at the Church for the ceremony. Confirmation Ceremonies are 

planned for each class in the Church on Saturday 28th August 2021. Final arrangements will be notified to parents in mid-August.   
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A reminder to parents to activate your Aladdin Connect App via the registration link sent by email recently. 

Almost 80% of Scoil Thomáis parents have already activated the Connect App and all remaining parents are 

encouraged to sign up. Aladdin Connect allows each parent to have secure password protected access to 

communications from the school in respect of their child including school reports.                                                                

If you need help downloading the CONNECT APP please email the school office and Geraldine or Collette will assist you. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND BOOKLISTS FOR 2021/22: Thank you to all parents who have paid their School Supplies Money for 

September 2021. Reminder that School Books should be purchased as soon as possible from Book Haven 

Bookstore in Roselawn Shopping Centre – parents received book bills with a quick code and note about the 5% 

discount which will be applied to all online book orders made before Friday 25th June – log onto www.bookhaven.ie. 

Parents who need assistance with school book payments should contact the school office and arrangements can 

be made for payment support. School books should be purchased well in advance of September return to school 

as sometimes some of the books may be out of stock later in August. Shop early and be ready for September !!!.   

SCHOOL UNIFORM: Pupils in Junior & Senior Infants will wear their school tracksuit uniform each day on return to school in 

September. All other classes wear the standard school uniform and have tracksuit uniform for PE days. Navy School shorts may be 

worn during the months of May, June and September as part of the school uniform. Parents should arrange now to order school 

uniforms for return to school. The approved Scoil Thomáis school uniform suppliers are Leddy Uniforms, Blanchardstown and Happy 

Events in Blanchardstown Centre.  Both companies stock high quality school uniforms including crested tracksuits tops and bottoms 

(with stripe), polo shirts, shirts, jumpers, cardigans, pinafores, trousers and school ties, Please support our Uniform Suppliers.   

Soft Play Project: We are delighted that the new play area located in the junior courtyard was finished on schedule in 

early June. The playground has a variety of specialised play equipment to develop balance and co-ordination and gross 

motor skills for younger classes. Many classes have been able to enjoy the playground as an activity station for their 

Sports Day. From September junior classes and small groups of children will go to the playground for movement and 

physical activity breaks. Funding to install the playground was raised through the variety of fundraising activities supported by 

parents and the PA since September as well as financial support from the BOM. The Non-Uniform Day Fundraiser held on Friday 

11th June raised €1,380 which goes to the play project fund. Again thanks to all parents for your support for this event.   

END OF YEAR EVENTS FOR 6TH CLASSES: We say goodbye this week to our 6th class pupils who are completing their primary 

schooling.  Each 6th class enjoyed a Fun Day in Farmleigh and the Phoenix Park on Friday 18th June organised by Ms Flynn and Class 

teachers. Thankfully the weather was great for the day and the children had an active day and returned home tired but happy.                  

Yesterday Monday 21st June sixth classes participated in their Sports day with lots of sports including basketball with coach Sean 

Mulligan. Today pupils had a lunchtime Pizza Party and an icecream van treat organised by their teachers.  

GRADUATION Sixth classes come to the hall for their class graduation on the morning of Wednesday 23rd June.                                           

Sixth classes go home at 11.30am Ms O’Mahony’s Class, at 11.45am Mr Finnegan’s Class and at 12noon Mr O’Mahony’s Class.                        

At 12.45pm pupils and parents are invited to an online graduation via ZOOM to mark the end of their primary school journey. 

We wish all our 6th class pupils the best of luck for their secondary school education and beyond.  

Congratulations to 6th Class pupils Tom Plunkett R.21 and Cara Battigan-Warnock R.22 both of whom were presented with            

Sport Awards for their participation in and excellence in many sports in school and at club level. Well done to both pupils.  

PARENTS ASSOCIATION: We thank our very active Parents’ Association for all their support during this school year. Special 

thanks to Chairperson Pascal Brogan, Secretary Sharon Reilly and Treasurer Lorna O’Shea and all PA Class reps for their hard work 

and for helping with many school initiatives and events during the year. We look forward to another successful year in 2021/22.  

SCHOOL REPORTS: End of Year Reports issued to parents via Aladdin Connect on Monday 21st June. Please read your child’s 

report and praise and affirm the efforts and progress made by your child during this challenging year for all pupils.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE for PARENT WHATS APP GROUPS: Parents are reminded that under Scoil Thomáis 

Acceptable Use Policy posting of photographs of pupils or staff is strictly not permitted. Do not post comments in 

relation to named pupils or school staff. Please respect this in the interest of child protection and privacy rights.  

WELL DONE TO ALL 5TH CLASS PUPILS who did a great job in collecting rubbish and litter from  around the school grounds 

during a Litter Action Week (8th – 11th June) organised by our 5th Class Student Council pupils with the help of their teachers.  

SPORTS DAYS AND ENVIRONMENTAL (SESE) WALKS:  Over these past two weeks pupils in all classes are 

enjoying action packed Sports Days, Fun Events and (SESE) Environmental Walks on routes around the local 

area organised by their teachers. Thank you to the teachers & SNAs for planning all of the special activities.  

Wishing everyone a safe summer and we look forward to seeing our school staff and pupils back to school on Tuesday 31st August.  

Kind Regards from Mary McGarry, Principal & Mary Ryan, Deputy Principal   Date: 22nd June 2021 


