
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Everyone. As we come to the end of this month of January 2021, a particularly challenging month 

for all the school community with the move to remote learning, please be assured that school staff are 

thinking of our school families and are missing seeing our pupils in their classrooms. Again we commend 

all the great work that parents and pupils are doing from home under the guidance of your Class and 

SEN Teachers. We are very pleased with the homework that so many pupils are posting on Seesaw and 

Google Classroom platforms and teachers are busy responding to all the submissions daily. Please 

continue to keep up this standard over the coming weeks. As the remote learning time has been further 

extended into February all class levels will focus on core curricular work in Literacy, Numeracy, Gaeilge 

and Wellbeing.  Teachers are providing engaging assignments, projects, and instructional videos to 

support pupils’ learning while SEN teachers are providing individualised 

teaching support for their pupils. Each week pupils are invited to participate in 

an online class assembly with their teacher (and SNA if applicable) to keep the 

class connected and motivated during remote learning time.  Please appreciate 

that our teachers and SNAs must continue to work from their homes and are 

juggling the demands of remote schooling and home responsibilities at this 

time like so many parents/guardians.  

At this stage we await the Department of Education’s next plan for the return of schools. We know 

that discussions are underway to manage the phased re-opening of schools for on-site schooling. 

Meanwhile we must all continue to keep to the Level 5 restrictions to drive down Covid transmission 

rates. We think especially of all those who are unwell in our hospitals and commend the great work of 

all hospital and frontline staff who are working under enormous pressure at this time – many front line 

workers are from our own Scoil Thomáis school community of parents and guardians.  

Enrolment for Junior Infants 2021 - Deadline Extended            

The closing date for Applications for Junior Infants Class for 

September 2021 is extended to3pm on  Friday 5th  February. 

Application forms can be downloaded from the school website www.scoilthomais.ie. Please post completed               

forms and all necessary supporting documentation to the school or alternatively, you can hand your application  

into the school office anytime from 10am - 2pm. Please note: All applications will be processed in accordance                 

with the school Admission Policy which is available on Policies/About Us section of the school website 

An Internet Safety Information Talk for Parents/Guardians organised by the school and 

funded by the PA was held last Thursday 21st January 2021 via Zoom.  Speaker Ger Brick 

presented a very useful session on cyberbullying and online safety and those parents who 

attended found it very helpful.  

The week beginning 8th February is National Internet Safety Week. Our Sixth Classes were scheduled 

to have a live webinar streamed into their classrooms on Monday 8th February with Internet Safety 

expert Jeremy Padgen.  The webinar will go ahead as planned and pupils will participate from home on 

this date. Teachers have notified all 6th class parents of the time slot for each class and the online 

webinar link will be forward to parents later next week. It is important that all sixth class pupils 

attend this important workshop as part of their SPHE curriculum.  
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Bike Racks and Path Widening Works; The BOM has sanctioned some path widening 

and bike rack works on the school grounds and a contractor is appointed to undertake 

the work next week, weather permitting.  Fingal CoCo provided the school with bike 

racks to be installed at the Rise Gate Entrance for 5th Class pupils. The BOM purchased additional bike 

racks which will be installed at the Castleknock Vale gate entrance for  6th class pupils.                             

Fingal CoCo have informed us recently that it will carry out works to extend the pavement at the 

Castleknock Rise gate where pupils exit the school which should provide a safer area for parents and 

pupils at morning drop off and hometime. We hope this pavement extension work can be done asap.  

Congratulations to teacher Ms Brennan on the birth of a baby boy in early January. Ms Brennan is on 

leave from her teaching job this school year.  

Soft Play Project: This project is the focus of school fundraising this year.  Thanks to the generosity 

of parents and funds raised from Walks, Christmas Cards, Raffle etc since last September we are now 

able to advance plans to provide soft surfacing in the junior courtyard. A small committee of staff and 

PA is reviewing plans from companies who specialise in this work and hope to have a recommendation 

for the consideration of the BOM in early February. 

BOM Meeting: The next meeting of the BOM will be on Tuesday 9th February at 7pm – via Zoom.  

Dept of Education Survey for Parents: An online survey commissioned by the DES for parental 

feedback on remote learning was sent to parents via the PA – this survey was forwarded by the 

National Parents Council – hopefully many parents got a chance to complete it.  

Devices for Remote Learning: The school has a limited number of ICT devices for loan to support 

pupils at home with remote learning. If this could be helpful for your child, please make contact with 

your child’s teacher. The school will do all it can to assist home with the loan of school devices to help 

pupils manage remote learning in so far as is possible.  

Catholic Schools Week 2021 runs from 24th 31st January. This week we 

reflect on the Catholic ethos of the school and on the themes of Faith, 

Love and Hope which are very relevant at this time. Families may wish to log 

onto www.laurelodgeparish.ie for daily and weekly Mass via the Church 

webcam. As of now the school has no update on the planning for the 

sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation.We will keep parents 

informed as soon as more information becomes available.  

Springtime in Scoil Thomáis is ahead of us and we are all looking forward to the 

first signs of nature awakening and brighter evenings after this long winter. The 

daffodil bulbs planted by the Junior Infants last October are ready to bloom 

over the coming weeks. Keep an eye on the school website for spring photos 

from the school grounds. During these difficult days, these lines from the poem 

“The Hill We Climb” written by Amanda Gorman for the inauguration of 

President Biden reminds us that there is always hope.  

“When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid. The new dawn blooms as we free it. 

For there is always light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 

Have a nice weekend. Stay warm and safe.                                                                           

M. McGarry, Principal and M. Ryan, Deputy Principal                                                         
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