
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to parents/guardians and to our pupils for your co-operation with remote learning this past 

week 11th – 15th January. We wish to acknowledge the commitment of Class Teachers and Special 

Education staff who are supporting the continuity of schooling via remote learning. Again we remind 

you all that teachers are very aware of the challenges faced by so many parents/guardians during this 

time so just do the schoolwork that you can reasonably do within your family context. Try to establish 

a daily routine for your child to include school directed learning activites, maybe RTE School Hub 

time and also schedule some fresh air/activity/play time for your child/ren. For some families school 

work may be best done in the afternoons or evenings rather than during the morning and this is ok 

too. All pupils should now be set up on Seesaw or Google Classroom according to their class level.              

This allows pupils to share their schoolwork with teacher and to receive feedback on work done.  

Remember the priority is that adults and children remain safe from Covid and that those who are sick 

recover as quickly as possible. Maintaining a positive outlook and keeping active and healthy is so 

important during these challenging weeks - when school resumes the children will settle back to 

school life and school work very quickly just as they did last September. The school awaits further 

information from the Department of Education on the return to school for special education pupils as 

announced via the media yesterday 14th Jan. and on planned full return to school for 1st February. 

The school will keep parents updated as and when further details on school re-opening are known.  

Internet Safety Workshop for Parents: Scoil Thomáis Parents’ Association in association with the 

school has organised a workshop for parents ( via Zoom)  on the topic of Internet Safety for next 

Thursday 21st January 2021 from 7.30- 9.30pm.  Expert speaker Ger Brick (who presented a 

workshop to 5th Classes in December) will speak to parents on the topic of internet safety and 

cyberbullying. The PA strongly encourage parents of pupils in all classes to attend, this topic has 

added urgency given the fact that so many children are now accessing social media and gaming apps as 

a leisure activity during lockdown times.  A link will be sent to you next week via the PA What’s App 

groups The talk, incorporates video, guidelines, practical demonstrations and discussion, giving 

parents practical non-technical information and guidance for keeping their children and families safe 

online. The agenda for the evening talk will focus on the following themes 

Cyberbullying Presentation Themes Internet Safety Presentation Themes 

Cyberbullying Definition & Facts Messages & behaviours to instil in your 

children 

What to teach your children – Key 

Messages 

What your children learned in class today 

What your children are saying … Safety Tips & Personal Information 

Children’s Behaviours Online Get Smart or Be Outsmarted (by your kids) 

Consequences & the Law Let’s Talk App’s 

Recognising signs of Cyberbullying How you effectively monitor your kids 

online 

How to Address a Cyberbullying situation Parental Control Demonstration 

Online Safety Guidelines plus video Game Consoles. Phones , Tablets 
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Remote Learning Survey to Parents: The school survey on remote learning sent by class teachers his 

week was completed online by approx. 75% of parents, which is a great response. Thank you for your 

feedback and for the many positive comments on the work of the school and the teachers. Some clear 

themes arose in relation to interactive lessons and opportunities for pupils to link in visually with 

their class and teacher.  Many parents cited the difficulties of juggling minding children, working 

from home or in workplace and trying to cater for the needs of young and older children in a 

household. There is also the matter of managing access to devices for families with a number of 

school going children and parents working from home. School planning for remote learning seeks to 

balance the needs of pupils. Teachers are providing a menu of flexible learning activities to keep 

pupils motivated and engaged with learning from home. Please understand our teachers are spending 

considerable time creating resources for learning as well as providing daily work schedules and 

feedback on pupil’s work and supporting pupils with additional needs. School staff also have the 

demands of their teaching responsibilities and managing their home and childcare needs. Pupils should 

have their core school books at home now and special arrangements were made by teachers for the 

collection of books this week from the school. The weekly class Assembly via Zoom is an opportunity 

for pupils to keep their connection with their classmates and teachers and SNA and this week many 

pupils joined their class assembly. Parents are reminded to note important Zoom protocols to ensure 

online safety as sent to you by class teacher.  

Reminder that Applications for Junior Infants class for September 2021 are now open. 

Application forms can be downloaded from the school website www.scoilthomais.ie. Please post 

completed forms and ALL necessary supporting documentation to the school or give your application 

to the school office anytime from 10am -2pm  - the closing date for receipt of completed applications 

is Friday 29th January 2021 at 3pm. Applications will be processed in accordance with Scoil Thomáis 

Admission Policy (available on the website)  

Staff Training: Please note that teachers and SNAs will be undertaking mandatory Child Protection 

& SPHE Stay Safe Training next Tuesday 19th January and therefore will not be available for remote 

learning support from 1- 3pm on this date.  

ICT Devices for home learning: the school has a limited number of ipads and chromebooks available 

to loan to families – if applicable please make contact with your child’s teacher to state your case. It 

may not be possible to respond to all requests but the school will do their best to prioritise cases of 

most need.  If you wish to purchase a laptop or chromebook for home use there is educational pricing 

available from a company called Compupac - contact Brian Vickers, Education Manager at 071/9158717 

That’s the school update for this week – wishing you all a pleasant weekend and hopefully the days will 

be brighter soon and we will all be back in school as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Kinds regards 

M. McGarry, Principal & M. Ryan Deputy Principal 

15th January 2021   
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