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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

It is important that children are  

in school each day unless sick or 

for another good reason.                  

Under the Education Welfare Act 

the school must make a  report for 

each child who is absent for 20 or 

more days to the TUSLA, the Child 

and Family Agency. The school also has a duty to report on 

cases where school attendance is a concern. Most pupils              

in Scoil Thomáis have excellent attendance rates. Those pupils 

who continually miss many school days fall behind in their 

school work which makes it very difficult to progress at 

school.  Parents/guardians  are reminded of their statutory                    

responsibility to ensure that their child/ren are in school.  

Writing Workshop for 5th Class pupils has 

been organised for Monday 7th March with 

writer Alan Gibbons. Pupils will be guided in 

developing their creative writing skills and 

will produce a piece of writing over the 

course of the day 

The next  meeting of             
Scoil Thomáis                      

Board of  Management will be 
held  on  Tuesday 8th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
March 2016 at 7pm. 

Pupils in classes 1st—6th are working on projects based 
the following themes : 1916 Rising, Women of 1916, 

Shops 100 years ago, School Life Then & Now, Games 
from the Past. Pupils are researching at home and at 
school over the coming weeks and final projects will be            

presented by classes in mid March. The school will           
celebrate Proclamation Day on Tuesday 15th March  

We say goodbye next week to 

staff member,  SNA Bríd Rushe  

and thank her for all her hard 

work in the school to date.                          

Unfortunately there has been a 

recent reduction in the SNA 

allocation to the school by the 

Dept of Education.  

SCOIL THOMÁIS PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION              
is  organising a fundraising BAKE SALE  on  

Friday 8th April (after Easter hols) in the School 
Hall.  More details in March Newsletter 

Athletics : Pupils from 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th Classes                 
participated in the Fingal Athletics Meeting on Tuesday 
9th February. Well done to all the participating pupils.  

PE Programme  

Pupils in 4th class have started 

four weeks of cricket coaching 

as  arranged with the Cricket 

Union of  Ireland.                          

Pupils in 3rd  Class have            

Soccer Skills training from FAI 

coaches for a number of weeks.  

Alive-O Parents                        

Programme for Lent              

will involve pupils in all    

Senior Infants & First             

Classes over three weeks 

starting after  mid-term as 

part of the  Religious                

Education Programme which 

links  parish and school.  

Piano For Sale  

In good condition—for €120 

Very suitable for beginner music 

pupils. For further information 

contact the school office.  

SCARLET FEVER 

A case of scarlet fever has 

been notified in Room 15. 

Please consult your GP if 

you have concerns about 

your child.  

 

 

Nuacht Nuacht --  Litir: February 2016Litir: February 2016 
Please note upcoming school closures: 

School will be closed on Thursday 18th & Friday 19th February           

for Mid-Term.  School reopens on Monday 22nd February at 9am 

General Election 2016: The school has been requisitioned for use as        
a polling station for the election, therefore there will be no school for 

pupils on Friday 26th February.  
Easter Holidays: School will close at 12 o’clock on Wednesday 16th 

March for St Patrick’s Day and Easter Holidays.                               
School re-opens for summer term on Monday 4th April 9am.  

WORLD BOOK DAY 2016       

Thursday 3rd March  
will be celebrated in Scoil Thomáis on 

this day.  Book related events in 
the school will be organised by           

teachers Ms Lenihan &            
Ms Steen. In early March            

pupils are invited to                   
‘Book Swap:  pupils may 

bring a book—take a book’  
from the Swap Bookcase at the school 
office area. World Book Day tokens for 

the purchase of books will be distributed 
to pupils in March.  

Quiz Team Success: Congratulations to our 6th Class Quiz 
Teams who participated in the ILCU Quiz on Monday           

evening 1st February. It was a very successful night for both 
Scoil Thomáis quiz teams with Sadhb, Liam, Sinead, & Casey    

winning 1st Place with a fantastic score of 62/72.                   
Each member of the  winning  team was  presented with 
individual plaques and Scoil 

Thomáis will shortly receive the 
ILCU Quiz Cup. Our Winning team  will compete in the 

Regional Quiz  Finals at the end of  February. Success           
continued with pupils Darragh, Alison, Aisling & Alannah 

who were the third highest placed team. Well done to all the 
pupils involved who did great preparation work for the quiz.  

Thank you to teachers Ms  Boland and  Ms  Travers who organised the quiz  teams. 
Another team of 6th class pupils , Aoibhinn, Caoimhe, Oisín & Niamh will represent 

Scoil Thomáis in the Blanchardstown & District Credit Union Quiz on Friday 12th Feb.  

Catholic Schools Week 2016  

was celebrated in 
Scoil Thomáis         
A group of 3rd  
Class pupils,   

represented the 
school at Masses on 

Sunday 30th January. On Tuesday 
2nd Feb. Fr Dan Joe visited 1st classes 
and led the pupils in prayer. He also              
blessed St Brigid’s Crosses made by 
pupils in 3rd class. The junior infants  
and their teachers were delighted to          
welcome grandparents to their the 
classroom on Tuesday during CSW. 

Thank you to all grannies and              
granddads who made such great           

efforts to visit the school.  

Date for Parents and Pupils  
Scoil Thomáis Annual Fundraising School 

Walk on Sunday 17th April at 11am                    
in the Phoenix Park 



 

 

Junior Infants Class, September 2016:  
Offers  of places for September’s classes will be posted to parents next week, final 

date for acceptance of a Scoil Thomáis Junior Infant place offer is Tuesday 1st March 
An Information Meeting for parents of incoming Junior Infants will be held in May.   

Confirmation Preparation                   
The Service of Light for  Confirmation 

pupils will be held on Thursday 3rd 
March at 7.30pm  in the Church.                              

A Confirmation Retreat is organised for 
pupils on Friday 4th March in Emmaus Centre            

in Swords. A letter has been sent home to           
parents with arrangements for the Retreat day.  
The Parish Confirmation Programme  continues 
with Mass at 6.30pm on Saturday 13th February 

organised with the Parish Confirmation Team 

A Cycle  Safety Course has been 
organised again this year for 5th 
Class pupils in association with 

Fingal County Council.                   
  The course will  begin on Thursday 25th             

February with a workshop on cycle safety and 
over the following weeks pupils will have           

outdoor bike safety training on bikes supplied by 
Fingal. All pupils will be  required to wear           

helmets which will be provided for the duration 
of the course. The course will finish with a             

classroom based review of the  learning with all 
participating pupils. Thank you to Scoil Thomáis 
Parents’ Association and Scoil Thomáis Board of 
Management who are co- sponsoring this course 
in collaboration with Fingal County Council. Each 
pupil is asked to pay €5 towards the cost of the 
training. Pupils will have a greater awareness of 
cycle safety after the course.  A note has been 
sent home to all  5th classes with information 
about this  training course. Cycle training will 

take place in the school yard area. Parents who 
are collecting infant pupils are asked to steer 
clear of the cycle training area and to   ensure 

that your children do not wander into this area 
during the lessons. Thank you in advance for 

your co-operation for the safety of all.  

Internet Day is an EU wide initiative to promote a 

safer internet for all users, especially young people. 

Log onto www.saferinternetday2016 for further        
information and to download a Family e-Safety Kit, 

which was created to help parents share the benefits 

and risks of surfing the web in a fun and engaging 
way with their children. It contains a parental e-safety 

guide, family golden rules, a family certificate,           

stickers and situation cards.  
Unfortunately the Internet Workshops arranged by 

Scoil Thomáis for 2nd Feb for pupils, staff and        

parents had to be cancelled due to the  non-
availability of the presenter. It is hoped to reschedule 

the staff and parent training sessions for a later date.  
The school has organised an iNETSAFETY                            

workshop for 6th classes on Monday 15th February                 

and for 5th Classes on Tuesday 16th February.                             

Each workshop (1.5hours) will be facilitated by a 
trained presenter and pupils will be presented with 

practical information and rules for staying safe and 

conducting themselves responsibly online.  

As part of the schools’ AntiBullying Prevention    

Programme a leaflet sponsored by the Lions Club is 

being sent home with pupils in 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th    

Classes this week. The leaflet clarifies the definition           

of bullying type behaviour and cyber-bullying and 

advice for parents on how to deal with concerns.  

Congratulations to           
Ms Whelan’s 4th Class 
pupils ( Room 24) who 

were awarded the Green 
School Trophy for           

Energy Saving for the 
month of January.             

The class achieved the highest score for the 
past month from the Green School Team 

who are monitoring energy saving actions                   
throughout the school.  Well done to the 

whole class for their great work.  The trophy 
was presented to the Class by Emma 

Sweeney, 6th class pupil from the Green 
School Committee.   

 

 

Important Note about PE Classes:                   

The primary school PE curriculum  consists of 

six themed areas or strands; Athletics, Games, 

Aquatics, Gymnastics, Dance and Outdoor and 

Adventure. Teachers teach lessons in each 

strand over the course of the school year.        

Pupils are completing  Gymnastics lessons           

this month. During March pupils at all class 

levels  will be taught an Irish Dance as part of 

the Dance strand of the PE curriculum.                    

All pupils at each class must participate in all 

PE lessons including dance and pupils                                 

will not be allowed  to ‘sit out’ these classes.  

 Seachtain na Gaeilge 2016  (7th – 11th Márta)                              

During the week beginning Monday 7th March Scoil Thomáis            
will celebrate Seachtain na Gaeilge with lots of events                           

organised  by teacher Ms E. O’Sullivan.  
 During Seachtain na Gaeilge all pupils and teachers will make an extra special effort to 

speak Gaeilge during the week. There will be spot prizes for pupils who use their 

Gaeilge when speaking with other pupils and school staff.  

 Pupils are invited to take part in a Comórtas Ealaíne ( art competition) on the theme of 

Ireland & 1916 and pupils art work will be displayed in the hall during S na G  week.  

 Each class group will also have a céili  with classes learning a damhsa Gaelach as part 

of their PE programme in preparation for the Céili Mór sa Halla.   

 On Tuesday 15th March all classes will enjoy a Ceolchoirm Mór le grupa Áirneáin 

(traditional Irish music concert with Airnéain) in the school hall.                    
The group will perform concerts over the course of the school day to cater for classes from Infants 

to Sixth. Pupils are asked to pay €2 each towards the cost of this  concert.  A note will been sent 

home with all pupils about the concert fee. Teachers will collect the concert money after mid-term.  

Ash  Wednesday marks the 
beginning of the Lenten 

season in the Church. 
Catholic Pupils from 6th 

Classes attended Mass on 
Wednesday 10th February. Thank you to 
Fr Dan Joe for welcoming the pupils and 

their teachers to the Church.                        
Pupils from 3rd to 5th Classes received 

ashes in school after the 10am Mass      
organised by the Parish Team.                     

Trócaire boxes were  distributed to               
pupils last week and should to be            
returned to school by Friday 11th  

March. Please continue your  support 
for the Trócaire Lenten Campaign.  

First Communion  
Preparation                   

The First Penance                   
Service for First                  

Communion pupils will 
be held on Thursday 10th March at 

7.30pm in the Church. Reminder 
that the next ‘Do This in Memory’ 
Mass will be held on Sunday 21st                    

February at 10am.  
A letter clarifying arrangements for First 

Penance and First Communion ceremonies 
will be sent to parents shortly.  

Seeking Parent Helpers for Confirmation &                            
First Communion Receptions for Pupils. 

Each year Scoil Thomáis Parents Assoc. organises              
tea/coffee and treats for parents and pupils who 
receive Confirmation ( in the Community Centre) 

and  Communion ( in the school hall).                       
Parents of 5th and 1st Class pupils are asked to 

assist on these occasions. The PA will issue a letter 
after mid-term to parents of 5th Class pupils              

seeking help for the Confirmation Reception on 
28th April and a letter to parents of 1st Classes 

seeking help for the First Communion Reception on 
Saturday 14th May. Parental support is essential so 

that this social aspect of celebration of the                    
sacraments can continue for school families.  


