
 

 

Trócaire Boxes 2016 
Please support Trócaire’s 

Lenten  Campaign.                   

Please return Trócaire 

boxes to class teacher  by            

Friday 11th March.  

Scoil Thomáis  Annual Fundraising 

School Walk takes place on Sunday 17th 

April at 11am in the Phoenix Park.  

Sponsorship cards will be given to all                                          

pupils before Easter holidays. Please support the 

school by sponsoring your child  for the walk 

event and by attending on the day. Funds from 

the school walk will be used to purchase a mobile 

stage for the school hall for use by all classes.  

BIRTHDAY PARTY                      

INVITATIONS  & SCHOOL                

If your child is having a birthday 

party we ask that parents do not 

give party invitations to children 

in school time and do not pass 

around invitations when children 

are in their lines in the yard.            

Children from the class who may 

not be invited often feel very upset 

or left out! It would help a lot if 

parents instead discreetly gave the 

invitations to an adult/parent. 

© Scoil Thomáis, 1st March 2016 

SCOIL THOMAIS PARENTS’   
ASSOCIATION sent a note home                                             
via  the children to 1st & 5th class  

parents  seeking volunteers to help out 
with Confirmation Reception               

( 5th Class parents) and                           
First Communion Receptions             

(1st Class parents). The assistance of 
parents is essential so that receptions 
can continue this year for the pupils 

and families involved in the              
ceremonies. Please respond to the  
letter indicating if you can/cannot 

help on the dates outlined in the letter.  

School Tours for June 2016  are currently being 

organised by teachers for all classes. Tours will take 

place in June.  However all tour payments will be  

requested in April.  A note will be sent to parents 

after Easter with details about each class tour and 

payment information.  

CHESS in SCOIL THOMÁIS       
A tournament involving          
pupils in 4th, 5th & 6th   

Classes is currently in            
progress organised by senior 

pupils Aaron Martin & Caoimhe      
Harrington assisted by teacher       

Ms Steen. Pupils are playing their 

chess matches at lunchtime and there 

have been great games so far.  

SPECIAL NEEDS TEACHING  
POSSIBLE CHANGES TO STAFFING 

A letter was circulated before midterm to parents via 
the PA mailing list outlining details of proposed 

changes to the way the Dept of Education allocates 
learning support and resource teaching resources to 

schools. There was a concern that the new model 
would considerably reduce the amount of  teaching 
time available to  pupils in Scoil Thomáis (and  local 

schools). Parents were invited to raise the matter with 
local politicians in advance of the General Election.  
GOOD NEWS: For school year 2016/2017 the 

Dept of Education will continue with the present 
system of teaching supports. Parents will be             
informed and alerted if concerns arise on this  

matter in  future years.  

ELECTION FEVER IN 6th CLASSES  

There was election fever amongst 6th Class pupils last week in 

advance of the General Election on 26th February. All classes 

enjoyed learning about the process of the election and how the 

votes are counted. Pupils in Mr Doherty’s 6th Class held a 

Class Election, with pupil candidates up for election.             

Each candidate outlined their manifesto to all 6th classes    

pupils before the votes were cast in the class ballot box.   

AN POST HANDWRITING COMPETITION   Many 

classes submitted entries for this year’s        

An Post Competition on the theme of 1916.   

EASTER PRAYER SERVICE                        
for Senior Infants and First Class will be 
on Monday 14th March at 1.10pm in 

the Church with Fr Brendan. Parents are 
welcome to join the classes in the Church.  
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Easter Holidays 2016: School will close at 12 o’clock on                

Wednesday 16th March for St Patrick’s Day and Easter Holidays.  

School re-opens for summer term on Monday 4th April 9am.  

Log onto scoilthomais.ie for school calendar for 2015/16  

WORLD BOOK DAY IN SCOIL THOMÁIS  
The joy of reading and books will be the focus in all classes on 

Thursday 3rd March. World Book Day vouchers will be              
distributed to pupils for the purchase of books. There will be         

a  BOOK SWAP BOOKCASE at the School Office for the month 
of March. Pupils are encouraged to bring a book, in good            

condition,  that they have read and enjoyed and then choose         
a book from the Swap Bookcase to take home.  

School Thomáis BookClub recommends the following books:  
White Fear by Author Tom Palmer. This adventure books sees a group of       
children who aim to solve a great mystery using remarkable ‘spy skills’.                                                             

Also well worth a read is The Book of Learning, author ER Murray,  the first 
book in the Nine Lives Trilogy.  Teacher Ms Lenihan and her pupils in the               

After-School Book Club wish to thank parent Caroline Behan for her ongoing  
guidance and support with the choice of books for the club.  

Lá Fhéile  Phádraig : 17ú Márta 

Beannachtaí na Feile  

Seachtain na Gaeilge will be celebrated in Scoil 
Thomáis from  7ú -11ú Márta 2016.  

The school will soon be decorated with lots of festive      
colour to celebrate St Patrick’s Day. There is a  lovely 

selection of  Irish language and culture books on display 
in the school library. Pupils and school staff make  an 

extra special effort to speak Gaeilge both at home and at 
school during this week with a Scoil Thomáis  Cainteoir na Seachtaine 

trophy for each class. Class céilis will be held in the hall during the 
week and pupils have been learning damhsaí Gaelach (Irish dances) as 
part of their PE classes. All pupils are invited to take part in Comórtas 
Éalaine (Art Competition) for Seachtain na Gaeilge and winning entries 

will be displayed in the hall. Thank you to Scoil Thomáis PA who            
sponsored prizes for Seachtain na Gaeilge art winners again this year.   

Proclamation Day : Tuesday 15th March.                                  

At 12noon on this day all pupils and staff will assemble at the 
front of the school to raise our Irish Flag with musical            

entertainment from traditional Irish Group Airneáin. During 
this day all classes will be treated to a concert of Irish music 

and songs in the school hall. Each pupil is asked to pay €2 towards the  

concert. Please send in the money to teacher by Friday 4th March. 



 

 

Scoil Thomáis Parents’              

Association will hold a BAKE SALE 

in school hall on the morning of 

Friday 8th April (after Easter  

Holidays) from 9.15 am until 11.30am 

Funds raised from the Sale go towards the 
remarking of the yard areas with games etc 
for the benefit of pupils. It is planned to 

have this job done soon, weather permitting. 
Donations of breads, cakes, buns etc are              

welcome from school families and can be left 

into the school hall from 8.50am on the morning 

of the BAKE SALE.  The  Parents’ Association is  

seeking parent volunteers to help with the sale. 

If you can help please contact                   

scoilthomaisparents@gmail.com.                                                        
Classes and their teachers will visit the bake 

sale during the morning. Each child brings in 

€2 and will bring home a selection of bakes.  

1916 HISTORY DAY IN SCOIL THOMÁIS  
Classes from 1st—6th are preparing projects based on historical themes  
such as 1916 Rising, Women of 1916, Shops 100 years ago, School Life 
Then & Now, Games from the Past.  Completed projects including art 
work will be on display in the school hall on Monday 14th March and 
classes will have an opportunity to view the projects. Pupils involved 

will have a chance to share their learning and explain their projects to teachers and to their           
classmates. Well done to all pupils who are doing great research work both in class and at 

home and to their teachers for co-ordinating the projects. Look up google weblink which has 
developed an interactive learning experience about the Easter Rising events                                                       

https://dublinrising.withgoogle.com   A range of 1916 themed photographs, posters, and 
books will be on display in the school over the coming months. Special thanks  to teacher            

Ms O’Boyle for organising  commemoration of 1916 events in Scoil Thomáis.  

    Some Irish phrases for parents  

Dia Dhuit .  Hello     Dia is Muire duit.   
Tá fáilte romhat. You are welcome 

Conas atá tú? How are you? 
Tá mé go maith. I am well/fine 

Slán. Slán go fóill.  goodbye 
Más é do thoil é.  please 

Go raibh maith agat . thank you 
Cad is aimn duit? What is your name? 
Séan is ainm dom.  My name is Sean 
Lá Fhéile Phádraig. St Patrick’s Day 
Bréithlá shona duit. Happy birthday 

Go n-éiri leat Best of luck 
Cén t-am é? what time is it?  

Healthy Eating Policy for Pupils :                             
A nutritious school lunch is important for 
the development of young people.  Making 
the right choices to support good nutrition 
also helps mental/emotional development. 
Parents  are reminded that the school has a 

policy which supports healthy snacks &   
nutritious lunches for all pupils.                                       

Fizzy drinks, cereal bars, sweets, chocolate 
are not allowed for snack/lunch time. 

 Pupils may bring bread rolls, sandwiches, 
fruit,  vegetable bites etc in their lunchpacks. 

Parents are asked to support the school in  
ensuring that all pupils have a healthy lunch 

each day.  Pupils are discouraged  from 
bringing shop bought deli lunches to school.  

NUT BASED FOODS  
Please ensure that your 
child does not bring any 

nut based foods to 
school as there are pupils 
with allergies in various 

classes. Even minor           
traces of nuts could           

trigger serious allergic 
reactions for a child who  
has a diagnosed allergy.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to teacher Ms Reilly and 
her husband on the birth of a baby girl in 

early February.  

The Service of Light for          
Confirmation pupils is on 
Thursday evening 3rd  

March at 7.30pm in             
Laurel Lodge  Church.                        

Pupils must wear their school             
uniform to the ceremony.  

Confirmation pupils and their teachers 
go on Retreat on Friday 4th March.                                      

Scoil Thomáis Parents’ Association is 
organising the fitting of Robes for           

Confirmation pupils in early April. A note 
about this will issue to parents after 
Easter. Pupils will be confirmed on 

Thursday 28th  April at 11am                            
in Laurel Lodge Church.  

Pupils in each 5th and 6th 

Class participated in a            

workshop on internet & online 

safety  before midterm           

facilitated by  IT expert             

Ger Brick from iNetsafety.                            

Pupils learnt about the dangers of the        

misuse of social media on mobile phones 

etc.  It was an informative session for each 

class and was delivered as part of the    

SPHE curriculum and Scoil Thomáis                        

Anti-Bullying programme of awareness 

raising lessons.  

QUIZ TEAM NEWS  
Congratulations to Scoil Thomáis quiz team of 
Liam Hosford, Casey McMahon, Sinead Feely 

and Sadhbh Zambra who came 2nd in the             
Credit Union Chapter Quiz Final on Sunday 

28th February. The team now goes on to                 
compete in the  All-Ireland Quiz finals in the 

RDS on Sunday 10th April. 
Well Done to 6th class pupils, Aoibhinn,          

Caoimhe, Oisín & Niamh who represented Scoil 
Thomáis in the Blanchardstown &  District Credit 
Union Quiz on Friday 12th Feb and who achieved  

a great score on the night.  
Special thanks to teachers: Ms Donna Travers,   

Ms Boland and Ms O’Boyle who are training the 
quiz teams and to the parents and pupils who have 

supported the quiz teams over the past months.  

First Penance for 2nd class 
pupils who are receiving 

First Holy  Communion will 
be on Thursday Evening 
10th March at 7.30pm in 

the Church. Pupils wear their school 
uniform for the Penance Service.                          

Reminder that  First Communion Date 
for  Scoil Thomáis pupils is Saturday 

14th May. A letter with final                           
arrangements for First Communion Mass 

was sent to all parents in mid Feb.  

Athletics News: Cross Country 
Races in the Fingal League will 
be  on  Tuesday  8th March.                       

Best of luck to the pupils and teachers            
involved . The Fingal Race Finals will be held 
in Morton Stadium, Santry  on 12th  April 

and  we hope that Scoil Thomáis will be well                
represented on this day.  

Congratulations to 6th Class, Room 20 

who were awarded the Green School  

Trophy for Energy Saving for the month 

of February . The class achieved a score of 

19/20 from the Green School Team who monitor  

energy saving actions throughout the school.        

Well done to the whole class for their great work. 

The trophy was presented to the Class by Emma           

& Alison, 6th class pupils from Scoil Thomáis 

Green School Committee 2015/2016.  

A TALK FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS  
ON INTERNET SAETY AND                    

CYBERBULLYING  
in the school on the evening of                   
Tuesday 26th April at 7.45pm.                        

It is important that at least one parent 
from each family attend this meeting as 
parents need to be aware of the issues 

that can arise for children when                         
accessing internet and using social              

media and mobile technology.  


