CYCLE SAFETY CLASSES for
Ms Flynn/Ms Glynn, Mr Doherty &
Mr O’Connor’s 5th Classes start on
Monday 30th April with a classroom based
lesson on safety. Over the following weeks
pupils will learn cycle skills in the school yard
on bikes supplied by Cycle Safety Ireland
under the instruction of their tutors. Pupils
will be supplied with helmets for the classes or
may bring their own helmet to school.
After-School Programme (Term 3)
This week pupils in all classes from 2nd –6th
received an Information Letter and Application
form for the After-School Activities for this term
begin on the week of 23rd April and run for six
weeks excluding May mid-term. There is a wide
range of classes on offer for various class levels.
Classes are filled on a first come basis and are
limited to 20 per group. Applications forms and
payment should be returned to the organising
teacher. Look up www.scoilthomais for the full
programme of after-school classes.

Junior Infants for September:
An Information Meeting for parents on
Friday 18th May at 9.15am
in the school hall.
A letter with this information and relevant forms will
be posted next week to all parents who have
accepted places for Junior Infants Class 2018.
Board of Management News:
At its recent April meeting the BOM reviewed
school uniform suppliers and prices for Sept
2018. The BOM also identified priority
projects to be advanced during the next school
year including the provision of a sensory room
and yard area developments. Both projects are
in the Capital Plan recently developed by the
BOM following input from parents and staff.
The school’s policy in the event of a Critical
Incident Policy was discussed and is being
updated. The next BoM Meeting will be held
on Tuesday 22nd May at 7pm.
Trocáire has notified us that the Lentan Appeal 2018
amounted to €2322.80 from Scoil Thomáis families
and thank all involved for their support.

SWIMMING LESSONS :
Ms Fitzgerald’s and Mr N. Gurhy’s classes are
enjoying their term of swimming lessons.
There will be an earlier swim class at 11am
next Thursday 26th April.
Pupils in Ms Brennan’s 4th Class start their
swimming lessons in May.

SCHOOL TOURS

Tours have now been
organised for all classes.
Tours will take place on
various dates in June.
Information letters were sent home to
parents in each class last week with tour
venue details and payments due.
Thank you to all those parents who have
paid the tour money via the Aladdin
online email/text link sent to you.
Tour fees are now due and must be paid
by 27th April as the school needs to
finalise tour bookings and the numbers
of pupils going on each tour.
Junior Infants Tour to Imaginosity &
Marley Park on Friday 1st June.
Senior Infant Tour to Newgrange Farm
on Thursday 14th June
First Class Tour to Tayto Park on
Thursday 15th June
Second Class Tour to National Sports
Campus on Wednesday 6th June
Third Class Tour to Dublinia & Phoenix
Park on Friday 8th June
Fourth Class Tour to National Sports
Campus on Thursday 5th June
Fifth Class Tour to Glasnevin Museum
& Botanic Gardens onThursday 19th June
Sixth Class Tour to Zip It Adventure
Centre on Friday 22nd June
The Easter Bunny visited the school
before the Easter break with a basket
of chocolate eggs for Junior & Senior
Infant classes to the delight of all the
pupils. Thank you to Scoil Thomáis P.A. who
sponsored the Easter Bunny visit again this year.
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Nuacht Litir: April 2018
PARENTS: please note the following school closures:
Confirmation takes place next Thursday 26th April at 11am in
Laurel Lodge Church with Fr Brendan P.P as celebrant.
NOTE: Early Closing: Parents please note that all classes including 1st to 5th
class pupils will go home at 1.40pm on Confirmation Day Thursday 26th April.
There will be no classes on this day for 6th class pupils as teachers
will be involved in preparing for and attending the Confirmation ceremony.
May Midterm:School holidays for the week of Monday 7th May (Bank Holiday)
and all classes resume on Monday 14th May at 9am.

Referendum Day on Friday 25th May: there will be no school for pupils on
this day as the school is requisitioned as a polling centre for the day.
Reminder: Scoil Thomáis Annual School Fundraising Walk
on Sunday 29th April in Phoenix Park at 11am.
Meet at Furze Road—there is limited parking here.
All school families are invited to come and support this
annual fundraising event organised by the school and PA.
Pupils in all classes received sponsorship cards last week and parents and family
& friends are asked to sponsor your child. Please note that Scoil Thomáis

children should not collect door to door for the walk.

Pupils must return their walk card & money by Friday 4th May- after the walk.
Full details with the route and parking etc will be emailed to parents in advance
of the walk day. The walk route will take approx 30/40mins and once again
Scoil Thomáis Parents’ Association will organise ‘treats’ for the walkers at the
finish. Funds raised from the walk will be used to fund outdoor improvement
works on the school grounds. If your family cannot attend the walk event on
Sunday 29th it would be appreciated if you can make a donation via your child’s
sponsor card school. Continued thanks for supporting Scoil Thomáis fundraising
events which are for the benefit of all pupils.
RSE Lessons & Information Meeting
RSE Lessons (Relationships & Sexuality) lessons will be
taught to pupils at all class levels during the week of
14th –18th May in accordance with Scoil Thomáis RSE
policy. The RSE policy is available on
www.scoilthomais.ie ABOUT US/POLICIES
An Information letter and summary of the school
policy and lesson content was sent home this
week to all parents. Parents are advised to read
this so that you can be aware of the content of
the lessons for each class. An Information Meeting
for parents is on Friday 27th April at 9.10am in
Room 3 to explain the teaching methodology and
curriculum content of the RSE programme. Parents can
look at the teaching materials for each class level.

Scoil Thomáis
Parents’Association
FUN TABLE QUIZ &
SOCIAL EVENING
this Friday 20th April
at 8pm upstairs in the
Carpenter Pub.
There are still some
tables available at €20
per table. There will be
a Raffle also for great
prizes. Come along,
have a social evening
and support your
Parents’ Association.

The School Calendar for 2018/2019 has been finalised and is available on www.scoilthomais.ie.
School re-opens after the summer holidays on Thursday 30th August 2018 for pupils and
incoming Junior Infant pupils start school on Friday 31st August 2018.
Scoil Thomáis School Journal 2018/19
is under preparation and will go to print in
May. Parents/local shops and business
interests are invited to purchase advert
space in the journal. This is an opportunity
for your business to advertise and bring
your business to the attention of local
families. For further information please
contact Pamela Conroy, PA or email
scoilthomaisdiary@gmail.com
School Journals will be on the booklist for
1st—6th classes in late June
BOOK RENTAL SCHEME
For the upcoming school year
Scoil Thomáis will continue to
have many school books
available on the rental scheme.
A fee to cover the cost of the books will on the
book bills which will be issued in May.
.
Parents are reminded that all rented books
must be kept in good condition. All rented
books currently with pupils will be collected in
June. The school will charge a replacement fee
for damaged books or those which are
returned in very bad condition.

The school wishes to acknowledge the
generous sponsorship from two local shops
Get Fresh & ODC Pharmacy
who provided the funding for the purchase of a
new set of GAA Jerseys for the boys and girls
GAA teams. The school teams will wear their
new gear for upcoming matches. Thanks also
to Jason Sweeney, Chairperson PA for liaising
with the sponsors and jersey suppliers
VISITING TEACHERS: Scoil Thomáis
hosted two Swedish teachers this week
who visited many classes to learn about
the Irish Education System.
Thank you to all the school staff and
pupils who gave them a warm Irish
Cead Míle Fáilte.

Please Note:
If your child is not returning to Scoil Thomáis
in September please send a note to
Ms Ryan, Deputy Principal immediately as

preparations for the classes for
September 2018 are already underway.

Chess Classes for 4th Class pupils started last Thursday 12th April and will continue for 4 weeks with visiting teacher
Una O’Baoill. This is a great opportunity for
the pupils to learn chess skills which will
be taught in a fun way through Gaeilge.
Ms Steen’s lunchtime Chess Club
continues and many pupils at various class
levels are enjoying the annual chess
tournament which is at semi-final stage
with some exciting games so far.
Thank-you to Scoil Thomáis Parents’
Association who are organising the
fitting of Robes for Confirmation
pupils again this year.

Confirmation Mass next
Thursday 26th April at 11am in Laurel Lodge
Church celebrated by Fr Brendan.
Confirmation pupils are busy preparing this
week with their 6th Class teachers
Ms McCarthy & Ms O’Reilly.
Fifth Class pupils will form the Choir for the
Mass under the guidance of Ms Flynn/Ms Glynn,
Mr Doherty, Mr O’Connor and Ms Steen .
The Choir will be accompanied by organist
Sinead O’Donnell & Ms McCarthy on cello.
Scoil Thomáis PA has organised a reception for the
Confirmation pupils and their families in the
Community Centre after Mass at approx 12.30pm. .

The school photographer Philip Murray will
be in Scoil Thomáis next Friday morning
27th April to take individual and class photos
of all Confirmation and non Confirmation 6th
class pupils. A note will been sent home
with arrangements for photographer.

EASTER BAKE SALE - March
Well done to the many parents who
helped out on the morning of Friday
23rd March and to the pupils in all
classes ( and their teachers) who
enjoyed selecting bakes to bring
home. Thank you to Scoil Thomáis PA who
helped in the organisation of the event. A total of
€1,566 was raised from the sale. The school made
a donation of €250 from the Bake Sale money to
Special Olympics Ireland and the remainder of
the funds will go towards the purchase of new bibs
for the athletics squad and for the support of
school sports and transport. Many thanks to all
school families who sent in the lovely cakes.
Scoil Thomáis GAA News
.The Junior Boys’ Hurling team will play
Killester BNS in St Anne’s Park Raheny next
Tuesday 24th April at 3pm in the Cumann na
mBunscol league. We wish the boys and teacher
coaches Mr Ryan & Mr O’Connor the best of luck
in their upcoming matches. Boys Junior Hurling
team train at lunch times on Wednesdays and the
Girls Junior Camogie team are training on Fridays
at lunch time with Mr Ryan and Mr O’Dea.
Parents please note: There will be a Junior

Hurling boys blitz on the 2nd and 23rd of May
and Junior Camogie blitz on the 16th and 30th of
May. All Scoil Thomáis teams involved in the blitz
will play three games on each blitz afternoon in
Tir na nOg pitches ( beside CCC ) from
3 pm. - 4pm on above dates.
Girls Football training has started with
Ms Fitzgerald on Mondays at lunchtime.
The final of the mini-leagues organised by
Mr J Gurhy & Ms Moran will take place this Friday
on the All Weather Pitch. Over 50 boys and girls
from 2nd class took part in games in the school
hall over the last few weeks. Four teams have
made it to the finals representing Kerry, Offaly,
Mayo and Cork. Well done to all involved.
Mr O’Mahony and Mr N. Gurhy continue their
Gaelic Football mini leagues for 3rd & 4th class
boys at lunchtime each Thursday.

Continued thanks to the teachers involved for
giving up their lunchtimes to train the pupils.

First Holy Communion 2018
First Communion pupils in
2nd Class and their teachers
are busy preparing for this
sacrament. First Communion Mass
will be celebrated by Fr Brendan on
Saturday 19th May at 10am & 11.30am
In Laurel Lodge Church.
The school photographer Philip Murray will be
in school on Monday 21st May for individual
and group photos for First Communicants and
2nd Class pupils. Philip Murray Photography will
also be available in the Community Centre on
the Saturday 19th May to take family photos.
This service must be pre-booked by
families via the Parents Assoc. An email about
this service with details will be sent out to all
First Communion parents.

PARENTS TO HELP with LITERACY

We are looking for a few parents who
would be free to help teachers with
literacy activities in junior classes for
approx 6 weeks starting in May.
Parents would need to be available each
morning from 9.10—11am or from
11– 12 each day. If you are interested in
helping out please contact Ms Ryan.
Email to deputy @scoilthomais.ie
Garda Vetting will be necessary.
SUPPORT THE 21st ANNUAL
SUMMER PLANT SALE
Castleknock Community
College on Saturday 12th
& Sunday 13th May 2018 - go along to
the College gym to buy lovely
hanging baskets, window boxes and
bedding plants for your garden.

VISIT TO KILMAINHAM GAOL
Each 6th Class will have a guided tour of
Kilmainham Gaol organised as part of their
history curriculum. Teachers and pupils will
travel by bus to and from the venue.
The trip takes place on Friday 18th May for
pupils in Rooms 21 & 22.

