
 

 

©Scoil Thomáis                                   

7th  February 2018  

SCOIL THOMAIS SCHOOL CHOIR  

The school choir is invited as special guests to sing with 
the very popular trio of the Three Tenors for their          
concert in Draíocht on Friday 2nd March at 8pm.                

Tickets are available from the Draíocht Box office at 

8852622 or online at www. draíocht.ie. There is a special  

discount rate of €23 per ticket for parents from Scoil 

Thomáis . Book you tickets using the code TENORS OFFER. 

BOOK your TICKETS early to avoid disappointment. 
The school choir is in rehearsals for this events under the 

direction of teachers Ms Healy & Ms Brennan who take the 

pupils involved during lunchtimes to practice. We wish the 

choir and their teachers the best of luck on the 2nd March.  

The next  meeting of  Scoil 
Thomáis Board of  Management 

will be held on Monday  26th                  
February  2018 at 7pm. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2017 

Thursday 1st  March  
will be celebrated in               

Scoil Thomáis with book 

related events to promote 

the joy of reading.  

AN EASTER BAKE SALE         

will be held on Friday               

morning 23rd March in the 

hall for school funds  

Date for Parents and Pupils  
Scoil Thomáis Annual Fundraising School Walk  

is on Sunday 29th April at 11am  in the Phoenix 
Park.  Sponsor cards will be given to pupils on  

return from Easter holidays. Please note the date.  

ATHLETICS NEWS: Scoil Thomáis Athletics 

Squad is  training in preparation for their  

upcoming races in Porterstown on                     

Tuesday 27th Feb & Tuesday 20th March.                      

Fingal Athletics Finals will be held in Morton Stadium Santry 

on 10th April. Meanwhile trails are being completed to select 

the squad of athletes from 3rd—6th class who will compete in 

Santry at the Dublin Schools Sports Day in May/June.  

Scoil Thomáis Parents’            
Association has                    

organised a Social Night 
with a Fun Table Quiz on 
Friday 2nd March at 8pm  
upstairs in the Carpenter 

Pub. (Table of 4 is €20)        
Parents are asked to 

come along to this event.  

SCOIL THOMÁIS GAA NEWS:  A boys Junior Gaelic Football 
League is up and running with over 50 pupils from 3rd & 
4th playing in a 7-a-side lunch time league. Games take 
place each Thursday on the all-weather pitch. Hopefully 
many of these  players will join and play with  their local 
GAA club. Girls Football skills sills development training 
continues with Ms Fitzgerald at lunchtimes on Mondays.  

SOCCER LEAGUES 

Junior & Senior             
Soccer leagues are            

underway in Scoil Thomais 
at lunchtimes run by            

Mr N Gurhy with approx. 
100 boys from 3rd—6th 

classes involved. The finals          
will be held before the 

Easter break.   

Fifth Class pupils in Room 20 and           
Ms Flynn visited Trinity College Dublin on 
Tues 23rd January. The class had a  guided 
tour of the Long Room in the Old Library, 
visited the Book of Kells and then had an                        

art and craft workshop. It was a very  
interesting and enjoyable day 

Belvedere College SJ: closing date for enrolment         

applications for Sept 2019 First Year is 31st March 
2018.  For information contact the college directly.  

 

 

Nuacht Nuacht --  Litir: February 2018        Litir: February 2018          
Please note the following School Closures: 

School will be closed from on Thursday 15th & Friday 16th February           

for Mid-Term.  Back to school on Monday 19th February at 9am. 
St Patrick's Day (Bank Holiday): School closed on Monday 19th March.  

Easter Holidays: School holidays start on Friday 23rd March at 12 noon 

for two weeks and classes will resume on Monday 9th April.  

PRIMARY LANGUAGE CURRICULUM INSERVICE  

There will be no school for pupils on Thursday 8th March as teachers are         
required by the Dept. of Education to attend  inservice training for the                        
continuing implementation  of the new Primary Language Curriculum.  

Updated 2017 CHILD PROTECTION GUIDELINES  
The Children First Act has been fully signed into law with effect from                  

11th  December 2017. There are revised responsibilities and  procedures for all 
schools, BOM and teachers to follow when child protection concerns arise. 
There is a requirement that school staff are updated on the Department of            
Education revised guidelines and schools are authorised to close for two               

half days this term to allow for staff training on the new procedures. 
PLEASE NOTE: School Thomáis will close at 12 noon on  

Tuesday 20th February and also at 12 noon on Tuesday 13th March to 
facilitate Child Protection training.  

Please ensure that your child/ren are collected at 12o’clock on both these days 

For Information on Children First: National Guidelines for the Protection 
and  Welfare of Children log onto www.tusla.ie/services/ child protection.  

As part of the SPHE Curriculum pupils in Senior Infants, 1st, 

3rd & 5th Classes will be taught lessons from Stay Safe which 

is a personal safety education programme. The lessons will be 

taught from mid-Feb until the end of March (Easter Break)  

In order to learn more about the Stay Safe programme and 

how you can support your child, a Parent Information Meeting will be 

held on this Thursday 8th February 2018 from 1.30pm - 2.30pm  
in the school. Please come to the front entrance of the school and you will be 

escorted to Room 10 where the meeting will take place.  



 

 

Junior Infants Class Enrolment:  September 2018:                                                         
Application process for Enrolment for Junior Infants for September 2018 is now 

closed since 31st January. Offers of places will be posted to parents over midterm.                 
The final date for acceptance of a Junior Infant offer is Thursday 1st March.                  

An Information Meeting for parents of incoming Junior Infants will be held in May.   

Confirmation Preparation                   
The Service of Light for all            

Confirmation pupils will be on 
the evening of Thursday 8th  

March at 7.30pm   in the 
Church.  A Retreat is organised for          
pupils on Friday 9th March in the              

Emmaus Centre in Swords. A letter is 
going home this week with                        

information about the Retreat Day and 
travel and epayment details.  

A Cycle  Safety Course will run 
again this year for  5th Class pupils 

in association with Cycle Safety 
Ireland starting at the end of April, 

Catholic Schools Week 2018  was celebrated in Scoil Thomáis last week at all class levels.  
Well done to the group of 3rd class pupils who participated in the Offertory Procession  at                         

Masses in Laurel Lodge Church on the 27/28th January. Many classes learnt about St Brigid on 
her feast day 1st February. Junior Infant teachers & pupils welcomed grandparents to their   
classrooms during the week and special thanks to grannies and granddads who made such a 

great  effort to come to the school.  Thank you also to Geraldie Dardis who visited each            
Fifth Class and spoke to them about Catholic Icons. Last year Geraldine kindly donated one of 
her hand painted icons to the school. During Catholic Schools Week Fr Brendan             

visited First Classes and led the pupils in prayer. Thank you to teacher                  
Ms O’Boyle for organising the various events over CS week and also for updating 

the school Sacred Space area to reflect the focus on the upcoming World                  
Meeting of Families which was the theme for Catholic Schools Week 2018.    

Parents: Log onto www.saferinternetday.ie 

for helpful information on Internet Safety. Children are 

surrounded by new technology, smartphones, tablets 

or laptops. This website has  useful guides for parents 

to learn about new media  technologies and how they 

work. It also supports parents to talk with their           

children about new media. Cyberbullying is now a  

major  issue for parents and schools as children           

become more and more internet savvy. Download a 

Parent Guide  from the above website on all aspects of 

online bullying so that parents – who are best-placed 

to help their chi;dren deal with the  challenges – can be 

familiar with all the child safety issues involved.   

SCOIL THOMÁIS 

POLICY ON                       

MOBILE PHONES 

FOR PUPILS 

Parents of all pupils 

are reminded that            

pupils are not permitted to bring  

mobile phones  or other electronic 

devices to school. The school will  

enforce this rule  in accordance with 

the school policy which is available on 

www.scoilthomais.ie.  

Sixth Class pupils in Ms McCarthy’s & Ms O’Reilly’s classes participated in workshops 

on cybersafety on Tuesday 6th February with facilitator Sue Cullen from Barnardos 
Education Department to raise awareness about internet and social media issues.  

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR PUPILS IN SCOIL THOMÁIS ( in March)  

In mid- March the school will celebrate Seachtain  na Gaeilge 2018 and pupils 

in all classes will enjoy a Ceolchoirm (concert) le grupa  Áirneáin (traditional 

Irish music concert with Airnéain) in the school hall on Friday 16th March.                      

The following week the school welcomes back renowned storyteller Niall de Búrca on 

Wednesday 21st March for his great storytelling sessions with all classes.                                  

Each pupil is asked to pay €3 fee to cover both special events. A email will be sent 

home about this payment and pupils should bring in the money to class teacher asap.                  

Wednesday 14th February  is Ash  
Wednesday marking the beginning of 

Lent in the Catholic Church. 
Pupils from Fifth Classes will attend 

10am Mass on Ash Wednesday, and after 
Mass the blessed ashes will be offered         

to 3rd, 4th  and 6th Class pupils. 
Trócaire boxes will be distributed to              

pupils after midterm and should to be            
returned to school before St Patrick's 

weekend. Please continue your support 
for the Trócaire Lenten Campaign.  

Communion  Preparation                   
A reminder that the ‘Do This in Memory’ 

Mass is on Sunday 11th February at 
10am. A letter from                             

Sr Christine will be sent home 
to parents  with details of the 

Mass theme and prayers.                                       
The First Penance  Service for 

First Communion pupils is  on Thursday 
22nd  March at 7.30pm  in the Church.  
The pupils are now  preparing  for this 

sacrament during RE classes.  

STAFF NEWS: Congratulations to Ms O’Leary 
on the birth of a baby boy in January and also 
to Ms Egan on the birth of a baby girl also in 

January. Welcome back to teacher                                         
Ms Eileen O’Sullivan who has returned to 
school this week after her maternity leave.  

Well done to Scoil Thomáis  Quiz 
Teams who participated in the Irish 
League of Credit Union Quiz on 

Monday evening 29th January in the 
Carlton Hotel. They did very well being placed 3rd 
and 4th and were unlucky not to reach the finals. 

The Quiz teams are looking forward to representing 
Scoil Thomáis again in the District  Credit Union 
Quiz on Tuesday 20th Feb.   Thanks to teachers            
Ms O’Donnell, Mr Bracken and Ms O’Keeffe  for 

their work in preparing the teams at lunchtimes over 
the past number of  weeks.  

The seven week term of swimming 
lessons for Ms O’Donnell’s and               
Ms Healy’s classes finish this                

Thursday 8th February. Thank you to 
those parents who assisted teachers 

with the Pool trips each week. The next term of 
lessons starts on Thursday 1st March for pupils in              

Ms Fitzgerald’s First Class R.11 and                    
Mr N. Gurhy’s Fourth Class R.23. A note will be 
sent home to parents seeking volunteers to assist 

teachers at Coolmine Pool for these classes.  

EASTER TECH CAMP in SCOIL THOMÁIS  

 A Tech camp will run during the first week 

of Easter Holidays from Monday 26th to 

Thursday 29th March. Activities will             

include science experiments, outdoor             

digital pursuits, Claymation, Lego We Do 

and Scratch. Cost is €60 per pupil with 

family discounts. Application forms will be 

sent home by camp organiser Ms Goulding 

over the coming weeks.  

An Easter Sports Camp will run during 
the 2nd week of Easter holidays from 

Tuesday 3rd to Friday 6th April organised 
by Mr N.Gurhy, Mr J Gurhy &  Mr Ryan. 

Application forms will be available shortly. 


