
 

 

©Scoil Thomáis :  17th January 2019  

MOBILE PHONES &                     
ELECRONIC DEVICES 

Parents & pupils are reminded that 
pupils  must not bring mobile 

phones or  any other electronic 
devices including Apple Watches  to school. 

The school policy in relation to this is          
available on the school website and should be 

noted as it is especially relevant to all            
5th& 6th Class pupils and their parents.  

Attendance Awards for Pupils 
 As part of the school strategy to           

promote good attendance at school for 
pupils Certificates for EXCELLENT or 

VERY GOOD Attendance at School were 
presented to pupils in Junior & Senior 
Infants by Ms McGarry and to pupils in 
First Class by Ms Steen. The awards  

were based on the attendance record 
of each pupil for Term 1 of this school 
year, September —December 2018.  

NOTE: TEACHER SHORTAGE CRISIS 
There is still an ongoing shortage of  

substitute teachers available for day to 
day cover for absent teachers so the 

school has no other option but to place 
pupils  in other classes on days when their 

teacher is absent, as necessary. The             
current shortage of qualified teachers is 

impacting on schools across  Dublin.  

Defibrillator Training: Training will be 
again offered by the BOM to a number of 
school staff and parents on Wednesday 

30th January from 1.30—4pm. Any parent 
who is interested in attending should           

contact the Parents Association or email       
scoilthomaisparents @gmail.com  
The training will be presented by                         

PULSE MEDICAL and will focus on  CPR and 
on the use of a  defibrillator in the event of 
an  emergency cardiac event. The cost of the 

course is funded by the BOM. 
PLEASE NOTE: The defibrillator is               
located in the main foyer beside the      

Principal’s/DP Office.  
Pupils in 6th Classes and their teachers will 
participate in a workshop to learn essential 

First Aid Skills and how to respond to            
emergency medical events on  afternoon of 

Friday 25th January facilitated by                  
experienced trainers from PULSE MEDICAL.   

GYMNASTICS  
Pupils in all classes will be taught 
gymnastics skills as part of their 
PE curriculum starting in mid 

March and continuing until the 
Easter break. The school is fortunate to have 
access to an  updated set of gym equipment 

purchased in January 2017  

VISIT TO DUBLIN CASTLE 

Ms Boland’s 5th Class enjoyed their  

visit to Dublin Castle this Wednesday 
16th January. They had a very            

informative tour of the State Rooms as 

well as the Chester Beatty Library.        

In term 1 the pupils completed projects 

on the Presidents of Ireland and this 

trip was an opportunity for the class to 
continue their journey of learning.  

Staff News: We welcome teacher Ms Egan who 
has returned from maternity leave since 7th 

January. Also teacher Ms Victory has taken over 
teaching Ms McMahon’s classes whilst she is on          

leave for the forseeable future 
The school welcomes intern Hardeep Kaur who 
will be joining the school as an Administrative/

Classroom Assistant next week.  She will be    
assisting with the school library and with general 

administration and classroom duties.  

SCOIL THOMÁIS PEACE PROMS CHOIR             

is busy                   
rehearsing these 
weeks under the 

direction of       
teachers            

Mr  O’Mahony & 
Mr Bracken in            
preparation for 
the concert in the RDS on the evening of  

Saturday 2nd February. The choir and their 
teachers are really looking forward to being 

part of this wonderful performance with 
school choirs from all of Ireland.  The choir is 

pictured above at the rehearsal day in           
mid -December in the National Sports            

Campus, Blanchardstown.  
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Welcome back to School and Happy New Year to all our school families. 
Please note that Scoil Thomáis will be closed for February Mid-Term  

from Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February ( week) 
Back to school on Monday 25th February at 9am. 

The 2018/19 school calendar is available on www.scoilthomais.ie  

Catholic Schools Week 2019 starts on Sunday 27th January 
until Sunday 3rd February.  This year’s theme is                          
Celebrating the Work of Our Local Catholic Schools’.                       

Many classes will be involved in events to celebrate aspects 
of our Catholic School Ethos during the week including   

celebrating  Grandparents Day.  

SOCIAL PERSONAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION  

The Stay Safe Programme is taught in Scoil Thomáis in                 

accordance with Department of Education requirements.  

Stay Safe lessons will be taught to pupils over six weeks in  

Senior Infants, First Class, Third Class and Fifth Class starting after the                

February midterm. The programme has been updated by the                                 

Dept of Education and the revised lessons will be taught.                                          

A Parent Information Meeting will be held on Friday 1st February at 9.10am in 

the school. Please come to the school office at 9am and you will be directed to 

the meeting room. Speaker Marion Hefferon will outline the lesson themes at 

each class level and key messages for  parents and children. Parents should 

attend this meeting to support their child as they learn the important                      

personal safety skills outlined in the programme 

For more information on the lessons log onto www.staysafe.ie   

SCOIL THOMÁIS PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION invites all parents  to a                        
SOCIAL NIGHT & FUN TABLE QUIZ on Friday 1st  March at 7.30pm in 

the Carpenter Pub (upstairs). It is hoped that there will be a great             
turnout on the night  and tables of 4 will compete for great  prizes.               
Tables may be pre-booked in advance  - more details in February.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENROLMENT FOR JUNIOR INFANTS for September 2019 class took place  from 14th—16th January.  

Any parent who missed these dates should come to the school on Tuesday 29th January  at 9am 

to complete the enrolment application form and present the necessary documentation.                         

The final date for receipt of completed applications for Junior Infants Class 2019/20 is             

Thursday 31st January. Please consult Scoil Thomáis Enrolment Policy 2019/20  

( www.scoilthomais.ie) for further information. The school will notify parents by letter by                  

mid February of offers of places for Junior Infants Class. All applications for enrolment will dealt 

with strictly in accordance with the school enrolment policy of the BOM.  



 

 

NUT BASED FOODS BAN :  A reminder to all parents and pupils that NUT BASED 
FOODS are NOT allowed in school. There are a number of pupils who are allergic to nut              

products and are vulnerable to severe reactions if nuts products are in the environment. Thank 
you for your co-operation with this policy which is in place to ensure the safety of all pupils.  

FIRST COMMUNION 2019 
First Penance Service will take 

place on Thursday 4th April           
at 7.30pm in the Church.                

Teachers will be preparing for 
the Sacrament of Penance with the pupils 

after midterm.                                                      
Reminder : First Holy Communion Masses                    

are on Saturday 18th May 2019                                        
at 10am for pupils in Room 27                                          

and at 11.30am for pupils in Rooms 1&2.  
Well done to pupils from 3rd, 
4th, 5th & 6th Classes and all 
the school staff who took part 

in Scoil Thomáis Christmas 
Carol Service in the Church on 
Thursday afternoon 20th Dec. 

As a school community the school celebrated 
the message of Christmas with prayers,              

seasonal reflections and lovely carol singing in 
the company of Fr Brendan and a large             

congregation of parents and family.                
Special thanks to Ms O’Boyle for co-ordinating 
the service and to Ms Steen, Ms Whelan and 
Mr O’Mahony who assisted with the music. 

Special mention for Mr Kelly and his 5th class 
for their lovely rendition of ’O Holy Night’ and 
for pupils Maya, Roisin, James and Hugh who 

provided musical accompaniment with                 
Ms Steen. We were delighted to see such a 

large turnout of parents and family members 
for this special school Christmas event.  

PARENTS OF SIXTH CLASS PUPILS WITH 
PLACES IN CCC & LCC : PLEASE NOTE                                 

An Assessment Morning for 6th class  pupils 
who have accepted 1st year places for Sept 2019 

in Castleknock Community College &  
 Luttrellstown Community  College will be held 
in each school on   Saturday 2nd  February 2019.  

For further information please contact the            
relevant secondary school directly.  

IMPORTANT 
Address & Telephone  
Numbers for pupils  

In cases of accidents or         
emergencies or if your 
child is ill during the 

school day, the school must have up to 
date addresses and telephone numbers 
for all pupils. Please make sure that you  
update the school office as necessary.  

CONFIRMATION 2019                                      
Pupils in Sixth Class have started their 

preparation for this Sacrament.  
The second Parish Confirmation 
Mass is on this Saturday Evening                      

19th January at 6.30pm in Laurel Lodge 
Church. All Confirmation pupils and their par-

ents are invited to attend this Mass.  
A letter has been sent home by Fr Brendan and 
Sinead O’Donnell from the Parish Preparation 

Team with information about  this Mass.  
 Parent Volunteers are needed to run the Faith 
Friends Programme this year—if you can help 

please email sineadsing@gmail.com and if there 
is enough interest the programme may run.  

The Service of Light for Confirmation pupils 
takes place on  Thursday 21st  March at 

7.30pm in the Church.                                                                     
A Retreat for Confirmation  pupils has been           

arranged for Friday 22nd  March.  
Confirmation will take place at 11am on  

Thursday 2nd May in Laurel Lodge Church. 

JUNIOR INFANT :HEARING & VISION  
The HSE medical team will be in Scoil Thomáis 
on this Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd January 
to carry out Hearing & Vision tests for Junior 
Infant pupils.  Consent  Forms were sent home 

in September  to register your child for the  
HSE screening tests.   

Scoil Thomáis Parents Association 
has organised a training event for 

PA Committee Members.                      
A speaker from the National        

Parents Council (NPC) will present 
a workshop on the role of the PA                                   

in a Primary School on                    
Tuesday 22nd January from 
7.30—9.30pm in the school  

The school based Primary Language Curriculum Planning 
day held on Friday 11th January focussed on the teaching 

and learning of Gaeilge at all class levels.   

 

 

GAA NEWS from Scoil Thomáis:  
The Girl’s Senior Camogie team with girls from 4th, 5th & 6th Classes has started their training on 
Wednesdays at lunch time on the all weather pitch coached by Mr Ryan and Mr Brooks . The team         
is  due to play the following matches in the Cumann na mBunscol league in March and early April.  

 27th March : Scoil Thomais v St Benedicts ( Ongar) at St Benedicts 
 3rd April : Scoil Thomais v Scoil Oilibhéir at Somerton 
 10th April: ScoiL Thomais v St Mochtas at Somerton  
Teachers Mr Ryan, Mr Brooks & Mr O’Connor will train the Junior Boys Hurling Team on  Fridays at 
lunchtime. The Team will compete in the GAA Go Games  league after Easter. Meanwhile the teachers 
will organise some challenge games  against local schools for the team to prepare for the league.  
Girls Football training starts on Thursdays at lunchtime  with teachers Ms Fitzgerald, Ms Sloyan &             
Ms Scally—also on the All Weather Pitch. They will play some school based games over the weeks.  

SCHOOL QUIZ TEAM  
Best of luck to the two teams 
of pupils from 6th Class who 
will represent the school at 

upcoming Quiz events. The first event 
is the Credit Union Quiz to be held on 
Monday 4th February  in the Carlton 

Hotel, Tyrellstown .Thank you to 
teachers  Ms O’Donnell, Ms O’Keeffe & 

Mr Bracken who are preparing the 
teams for competitions this term.  

Best of luck to the teams.  

INTERNET SAFETY DAY  

5th February 2019                                  
A workshop for each           

6th Class is organised for 
pupils Rooms 17, 18, & 19 
for Tuesday 5th February 

with Ger Brick who has previously             
provided workshops in the school. This is 

an important time  for pupils to learn 
about online safety and related matters. 

Parents should log onto 
www.safeinternetday.ie                                 

for useful information in relation to               
internet safety etc for your child.  

AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES: TERM 2  
A range of after-school activities is now            

organised for pupils from 2nd –6th Classes    
for this coming term Jan/Feb/March, 

An information sheet with the list of after -
school activities was sent home this week.              
After –School classes will start next week 

beginning Monday 21st  January and continue 
for 8 weeks (excluding the Feb mid-term) 

from 2.40—3..30pm—see website for full list.  
Please return completed application form to 

the teacher organising the listed activity with 
pupil details and fee payable.                                  

Places are available on first come basis so do 
complete application form and return                    
immediately to the named teacher.   

Sports Skills Coaching: Pupils in Junior &  Senior Infant 
Classes have started this week a five week  programme 
learning GAA skills with local GPO/Coach Maria Bergin                             

as part of their PE curriculum.   
Pupils in 5th & 6th Class also begun tag rugby coaching this 

week with an IRFU coach Colin Caffrey as part of their             
PE curriculum and will continue for some weeks.  

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

The next meeting of the Scoil Thomáis 

BOM will be held on Tuesday                  

5th  February at 7pm in the school.  

BOM members please note.  

Again this year the school and 
ScoiL Thomáis PA are offering 
Cycle Safety Training for 5th 
Class pupils run by the Irish                    

Centre for Cycling starting in 
early March. The cost will be €10 per pupil 

which is a subsidised rate. A letter with all the 
details will issue shortly to parents  

 The very popular Soccer Mini Leagues for boys from 2nd—4th Classes will 
start shortly organised by teacher Mr Gurhy. The games will be played during 

break time in the school yard over the coming weeks.  


