
 

 

©Scoil Thomáis, 10th December 2019  

WET MORNINGS & COMING to  SCHOOL 
School gates open each morning at 
8.50am for parents and pupils to 

assemble in class lines in the yard.  
School doors open at 9am for pupils 
to come into school and doors remain 

open until 9.10am for latecomers.  Parents are 
reminded that for safety reasons pupils can 

only be admitted into the school at 9am when 
teachers are present.  On very wet mornings 
parents should delay coming to the school 
yard with their child/children until 9am so 
that children can go immediately to their 

entrance doors and therefore do not have to 
remain outside in the rain.  The school will 

make every effort to ensure that pupils enter 
the school as  quickly as possible on wet            

mornings. Teachers will also understand that 
some pupils may be arriving late on very wet 

mornings due to traffic etc.   

BOM November Meeting Report 

The final meeting of the present BOM was held on 

Monday 25th November 2019. At this meeting the 

BOM ratified a Dignity at Work Policy and also a 

Leave of Absence Policy 2020/21 for Teachers.  

The BOM are pleased to announce that the DES has 
given formal permission to the BOM to advance              

to tender stage for the new classroom build.                     

The process is now underway to prepare tender 

documentation as per DES regulations.                             

The work of the outgoing BOM was acknowledged 

and all members were thanked for their                      

contribution to the management of the school        

over the term 2015-2019.  

Folens Christmas Annuals :                  
Thanks to Ms Ryan who organised the 
sale of the popular Folens Annuals  for 
pupils at all  class levels. Annuals will be 

distributed to pupils later this week 

SWIMMING LESSONS                      
for  pupils in Ms Goulding’s             

Fourth Class finish on Monday 
16th December.  

Pupils in Ms Murphy’s First Class R27 and          
Mr Ryan’s 4th Class R.24  will start their  

session of classes on Thursday 9th January 
2020 until Thursday 13th February. A letter 

will be sent home in early December seeking 
parent helpers from both these classes to            

assist teachers with the Jan/Feb swim trips.  

Board of Management News 
The incoming Board of Management takes            

up office on 1st December 2019.  
The members of the BOM are as follows:  

Brian Kealy ( Chairperson & Patron Nominee), 
Fr Brendan Quinlan ( Patron Nominee)  
Krysna Callaghan ( Mother Nominee)  

Paul Fallon ( Father Nominee)  
 Niall Gurhy ( Teacher Nominee)  

Mary McGarry ( Principal Teacher)  
Teuta Hassani ( Community Nominee)  
Michael Lucey ( Community Nominee)  

The first meeting of the new BOM will be held on 
Tuesday 10th December at 7.45am in school.                   

Best of luck to 5th Class pupils  Michael Sheehy,                
Arann Redfern and Darragh Cullinane from Ms Brennan’s 

Class with their project ‘Does DNA Affect Taste’ who            
compete at the INTEL MINI SCIENTIST Regional Final on 

this Friday 6th December  in ITB  Blanchardstown.  

Special thanks to Pascal Brogan, PA Chair 

and to parent Mark McNally and daughters 

Eva & Sadhbh, to Eric and to past pupils  

Barry, Cian and Mahomed who all assisted 

in the planting of hedging shrubbery at the 

side of the  astro play area last Saturday 

30th Nov. Also thanks to Geraldine who 

looked after the helpers that afternoon. 

Christmas Card Fundraiser                
organised by the Parents’ Association.                   
Thank you to all who supported this 

2019 fundraiser and all packs of               
preordered cards were sent home last 
week to parents in good time for the 

Christmas season 

 

 

Nuacht-Litir - December 2019 
Christmas Holidays: School will close for Christmas Holidays          

on Friday 20th December at 12 noon.                                  
School re-opens on Monday 6th January 2020 at 9am.  

Reminder: No school for pupils tomorrow Wednesday 4th           
December 2019 as teachers will attend a school based planning 
day for Primary Language Curriculum as directed by the DES.  

Christmas Events 
in Scoil Thomáis 

Pupils and teachers 
have started           

preparing for the 
Christmas  season. Parents of pupils in 

Infants & First Classes involved in Class 
Plays/Performances  are invited to 
come to see their child’s Christmas 

Event which will be at notified times on 
either of these dates: Tuesday  17th or 

Wednesday 18th December.  
Teachers have informed parents of the 
date and time specific to their child’s 

class so please make sure that you note 
your child’s  performance date and time.  

PLEASE NOTE: For Health & Safety 
reasons the school can only allow             

TWO  guests  per pupils for Infant 
Classes performances which take place 
in the classroom. Please do not bring            
additional guests as they will not be 
allowed to the classroom  - and this 

could cause distress all round.                   
First Classes performances will be in 
the hall and extra guests can come 
along as there will be space for all.                            
Please note that pupils remain in 

school after their class play/ event 
until usual hometime.  

Scoil Thomáis Annual Christmas 
Carol Service will be held on 
Thursday 19th December in                

Laurel Lodge Church at 1.15pm 
with 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th classes.            

Parents/Guardians are  invited to 
join pupils and staff for Carols & 

Christmas Reflections.  The classes 
involved and their teachers are            

preparing for the service. Pupils in 
2nd Class pupils will attend the       
Carol Service Rehearsal in the 

Church prior to the Thursday event.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE: TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS & RECORDING                          
by parents attending Infant and First Class Christmas performances.  

This year we ask that parents and guardians attending Christmas              
performance events in the school do NOT take photographs or make                  

recordings during the performance and instead watch and enjoy the live 
performance from the children. Children look forward to seeing the delight 

on their parents/guardians faces rather than looking at a phone screen  
during the class plays. Parents may take personal photos of their children 
( when dressed up) after the class performance. Please be reminded that 
any photos taken after the Christmas  performances are for PERSONAL 

USE ONLY and must not be shared online or on social media sites.                                                                                   
You are further reminded that images which may identify other pupils should            

not be made accessible to others online or published in any other way,                       
otherwise the Data Protection Act may be contravened.  

Please respect the privacy and data rights of all our pupils and staff.  



 

 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 2019 
Thank you to all parents who attended the recent            

Parent-Teacher Meetings held on 20th & 21st           
November.  Also to the teachers for their work in 
preparing progress reports for each pupil in the 

class. Special thanks to Ms Ryan, Deputy Principal 
who arranged  the schedule of meetings for parents 
of all classes. We appreciate the positive feedback 

from so many parents during the P/T meetings 
again this year.   

Well done to the group of 6th class pupils who  
assisted with ushering and book selling duties over 

the two days. They did a great job helping out            
during the parent-teacher meetings afternoons.   

CHRISTMAS  ART COMPETITION  
Pupils in all classes from Infants to 6th are 

invited to take part the Annual Scoil Thomáis  
Christmas Art Competition organised by 

teacher Ms O’Leary. Entries to be completed 
on A3 paper using either crayons, pencils, paint, pastels, 

chalk, markers etc. The theme is based on Christmas. 
The final date for entries is next Thursday 12th Dec. 
Winning entries will be displayed in the school hall.               

Classes will come to the hall on the morning of Monday 
16th Dec to sing their festive songs and view the lovely 
art entries. Winners at each class level will be then be 
presented with their prizes at this art event in the hall.                                  

ADVENT in SCOIL THOMAIS 
This week Catholic pupils from             
4th—6th classes attend  Advent 

Penitential Services in the Church 
on Monday 2nd Dec (6th Class), 
Tuesday 3rd Dec (5th Class) and 

Friday 6th Dec (4th Class). Thank you to both               
Fr Brendan & teacher Ms O’Boyle for organising 

the Advent services. 
______________________________________ 

SPECIAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE  
On Thursday 5th December at 1.15pm  Catholic 

Pupils in 3rd Classes will attend a Prayer             
Service in memory of our recently deceased 
pupil Rory Bruen from Ms O’Reilly’s Class.        

Parents from all classes are very welcome to 
attend the service which will be over by 2pm.                                     
If your 3rd class child does not normally attend 

Church Services from school and should you 
wish your child to  attend this special service 
then you must give written permission to your 
child's class teacher - otherwise your child will 

NOT attend the Church for this service.                                     
If you have younger children in Infant Class due 
to be collected at 1.40pm hometime  - please 
let the Infant teacher know and your child can 

be collected as soon as the service is over             
if you cannot make alternative arrangement  
for Infant hometime if attending the Church.  

The Annual Book Fair was 

held in conjunction with 

recent  Parent –Teacher  

meetings.  Many parents 

and children purchased 

books for all reading ages. 

A special word of thanks to Pamela & 

Siobhan for helping to catalogue books 

and to SNAs who helped with book sales 

on both PTM afternoons.  

Scoil Thomáis Food Appeal            
organised by the Parents’ Association 

on next Tuesday 10th December.                                                  
Pupils may bring donations of                    

non-perishable food items to school that 
morning.  Parents from the PA will be in 

the school hall to collect the food and pack 
it into boxes for  delivery to the local            

St. Vincent de Paul  for distribution to 
needy families. Each year this appeal is 

well supported by the school community. 
Please continue to give generously to help 

those in need again this year.  

For the ATTENTION OF PARENTS using                                        
‘WHATSAPP CLASS GROUPS’ 

PLEASE NOTE: It has come to the attention of the 
school that parents sometimes use                              

‘class WhatsApp’ groups to organise class  specific 
money collections at certain times of the school year. 

In such cases the school strongly advises that, in 
keeping with the inclusive philosophy of the school, 
names of contributing/non-contributing parents or 

pupils MUST NOT be circulated via the parent              
‘WhatsApp Groups’ or on any cards accompanying 

the collection. Acknowledgements of money             
collected should refer to the CLASS NAME only            

and not named individuals. 

RETIREMENT OF EAMON 
Our part-time school caretaker Eamon  

Dunning is retiring from the school at the 
end of December. We thank Eamon once 

again for his loyal and dedicated service to 
the pupils and staff and parents of                        

Scoil Thomáis over his years as fulltime 
caretaker until June 2017 and more recently 

as part-time caretaker. Eamon has been 
working on the early morning shift in the 
school and is a familiar face to all as he 

opens the school gates each morning. We 
all wish Eamon well in his retirement.  

 

 

Scoil Thomáis Annual Fundraising Raffle 

Tickets for Scoil Thomáis 2019 Fundraising Raffle were sent home with pupils in all 
classes last Thursday. Please make a special effort to buy/sell a book of tickets for 

€10. There are lots of great prizes on offer for the winners ( cash, vouchers etc) and also 
many lovely sellers prizes for pupils. The raffle will take place in the school on                                         

Friday 13th December and all funds raised go to the Zen Den project and for further outdoor 
improvement works. Thank you to the school suppliers and service companies who have  

generously donated prizes for the raffle. Additional books of tickets are available in the school 
office for those parents who may be able to sell extra tickets—just ask Geraldine/Collette.  

Please return unsold tickets this week so that the school can sell them on. All ticket stubs and 
money should be returned to teacher by Wednesday 11th December for the Raffle. 

 Parents: Please note this important message from the 
BOM about Christmas Gifts for School Staff.                                                     

The BOM acknowledges that parents and children 
are very appreciative of the work that school staff 

undertake throughout the school year. Parents and 
pupils often want to say special thanks to school staff 

at Christmas time by giving presents.                               
The BoM of Scoil Thomáis and school staff know 

that Christmas can place great financial pressure on 
families and therefore parents are reminded that 
school staff do not expect gifts at this time of the 

year. Instead parents and children can show            
appreciation to our staff with handmade cards,                 

kind words and good wishes.                                                 

 

Teacher  

meetings.  Many parents 

books for all reading ages. 

Siobhan for helping to catalogue books 

and to SNAs who helped with book sales 

ENROLMENT NOTICE FOR PARENTS 

Enrolment for Junior Infants Class for September 2019 will take place in the school 

on  Monday 13th , Tuesday 14th  & Wednesday 15th Jan. 2020  (9.15am - 10.30am) .            

Children seeking to enrol in Scoil Thomáis  in September 2020 must be aged 4 years by 

1st April  2020 as outlined in the updated Enrolment /Admission Policy for                    

2020/21 school year which is now available on scoilthomais.ie ( ABOUT US /POLICIES)  

When enrolling your child, please bring the following documents to the school 
 Child's Birth Certificate 

 Child's PPS Number 

 Recent utility bills and household document with legitimate current address 
(as proof of residence) - consult enrolment policy (page 5) for acceptable documents 

Parent/s must come in person to enrol their child. Applications for  September’s  Junior               

Infant classes  will be dealt with strictly in accordance with the criteria laid down in            

Scoil Thomáis 2020/21 Enrolment Policy. Incorrect or false information submitted with an 

application may lead to the invalidation of an enrolment application  

It is expected that offers of enrolment will be notified to parents in mid- February.   

Please come along to the 
Christmas Family                

Festival in Castleknock 
Community Centre this 
Saturday 7th December 

from 10am—5pm . 
Activities for all to enjoy          

including craft stalls, 
Santa visit, festive foods 
and  free entertainment 

from local groups             
including Scoil Thomáis                    
Peace Proms Choir who 

will sing at 11.30am. 
Please support this local 

community event.  

Pupils in Ms O’Leary’s 4th Class Room 23 had an  enjoyable morning at the 

Writing Workshop in Fighting Words Centre, Behan Square Dublin on 

Wednesday 27th November.  Over the past weeks pupils in 4th and 5th and 

6th Classes participated in school based Development Education workshops 

facilitated by GOAL facilitators organised by Mr O’Doherty  Co-ordinator.  


