PUPIL PERSONAL ACCIDENT
INSURANCE is an extra insurance
through the school at very reasonable
rate. Scoil Thomáis Parents’ Association
organises the collection of insurance fee
for this each year. Parents will receive a
letter offering you an option to buy this
extra personal accident insurance for
your child which will cover your child
24/7 in the event of an accident during
or outside of school hours at a cost of
€9 per child. The insurance will cover
the period Sept 2013 to Sept 2014 and
must be renewed each year.
An information letter and application
form will issue to parents shortly.

The Parish Church of
Laurel Lodge celebrates
20 years in
existence at the end of
this September.
Scoil Thomáis pupils
will represent the school at the
10am Mass on Sunday 29th
September to mark this special
occasion.
Visit our school website
www.scoil thomais.ie
for up to date school news and
information

Important Notice for 6th Class Pupils
A final reminder to parents seeking to enrol
their child in either Castleknock Community
College or Luttrelstown Community College
for school year 2014/15: the final closing date
for receipt of enrolment applications is
Friday 11th October at 4pm.
For further information/enquiries please
contact CCC at or LCC directly.
Enrolment Applications for both school were
given to pupils before the summer holidays.
PARENTS OF FIRST COMMUNICANTS
An Important meeting for parents
with children for First Holy Communion
will be held on this Wedensday 18th
September at 8 o’clock in Laurel lodge Church.
There will be a speaker from the Dublin
Diocesan Centre who will speak about First
Penance & Communion.
The First Communion Preparation Programme
will begin with an Enrolment Mass in the Church
on Sunday 29th September at 10am for
Communion children and their parents.
Our parish preparation is led by Catherine
Coady and all parents are invited to become
involved in the Do This in Memory programme
with their children. The school preparation will
be taught by our 2nd Class teachers as part of
the Alive-O programme. Second Class
teachers will meet with parents in the New Year
to outline the classroom preparation for the
sacraments of Penance & Communion.

UPCOMING BUDGET - THREAT TO INCREASE CLASS SIZES
The Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO) wishes to alert parents and teachers to the
very real possibility of a large increase in class sizes which is expected to be announced in the
October budget as part of the Department of Educations plan implement cost savings of up to
€100m. Speculation is that the pupil-teacher ratio will be increased by up to 2 points which
would mean much larger classes in all primary schools from September 2014.
It is important that all parents are aware of the implications of the proposed cuts.
The INTO website is hosting a facility whereby INTO members, parents and other members
of school communities throughout the country can email their local TDs. You can select your
own constituency and the programme will generate email addresses for the relevant TDs.
Please support the PROTECT PRIMARY EDUCATION campaign. See www.into.ie
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Nuacht-litir September 2013
Welcome Back to school to all our pupils, parents
and school staff. We hope everyone will have a
great year in school. We extend a special
welcome to all the new infants.
Reminder to parents to please put your child’s
name on jumpers + coats so that they can be returned if lost.
From Monday 16th September Junior Infants are in school for
the full Infant day and will go home at 1.40pm.
All children must wear the school uniform to school each day
with the school tracksuit to be worn on PE days.
Referendum Day: Please note that there will be no school for
Scoil Thomáis pupils on Friday 4th October as the school is required to
be used as a polling centre for the upcoming Seanad Referendum.

Our Junior Infant Parent Evening will be held on
Monday 30th Sept at 7.45pm in the school. Parents
of Junior Infants in Rooms 7,8, 9 are invited to come
to your child’s classroom to meet teacher to hear
about the junior infant curriculum for the coming
year. The meeting will last about 45mins and there will be a cup of
tea afterwards for parents & teachers. Parents are encouraged to
attend this meeting. A letter will be sent to all junior infant parents
shortly confirming this date. We hope to see as many parents as
possible on the evening of 30th September.
After School Activities for this Term
will start from 23rd September for
pupils in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th Classes.
A letter outlining activities for each
class level has been sent home this week.
There is a range of activities including
sports, music, choir, languages, art and
computers. In addition training for
GIRLS football ( 4th, 5th 6th) & BOYS
football ( 5th & 6th) has started in
preparation for the Cumann na mBunscol
league. Log onto www.scoilthomais.ie
for a full list of activities for this term
Sept—December 2013

A reminder that
school opens at 9am
each morning.

It is very important that all
pupils are in school on time
each day. Pupils are asked
to form orderly lines in the
playground from 8.50am to
await collection by class
teacher each morning.

The Aistear Infant Education programme will continue this year for
Junior Infant & Senior Infant pupils. Aistear is a programme which
allows the children to develop many important skills and achieve
learning targets through structured play activities. It requires a lot of
specialised play based equipment. Over the past few years Scoil
Thomáis has invested a lot of money from school fundraising to
ensure that all our infant classes are well equipped to implement this aspect of the
Infant Education curriculum.

Address and Telephone Numbers
Have you moved house
during the summer !!!
Please make sure that the
school has updated address
and telephone numbers in
case of emergency. .

A form to update phone numbers
and addresses etc. have been given
to all classes. Please return this
form immediately to class teacher.
School Holidays 2013/14

A full list of holidays for the coming
school year is available on the school
website www.scoilthomais.ie
Halloween Mid-term
School will be closed for the week:
Monday 28th October to Friday 1st
November. School will re-open on
Monday 4th November at 9am.
Swimming for 1st Classes & 4th classes is
currently being organised and will start for
pupils in Rooms 12 and 17 in October.
Swimming lessons form part of the
aquatics programme of PE curriculum.
All children are expected to partake in the
lessons which take place in Coolmine
Pool. Children who opt out of swimming
must have written permission from
parents and must be taken home by
parents at swimming time. A letter will
issue to each class with swimming dates
and payment details shortly.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
PARKING NEAR THE
SCHOOL
Please do not obstruct
the school entrance
gates at any time when dropping &
collecting children.
Please do not obstruct driveways
especially on Castleknock Vale Road.
Do not park on yellow Stay Clear Lines.

Parking restrictions at the school gates
ensure the safety of all parents and
children entering and leaving the school.

The AGM of Scoil Thomáis Parents’
Association will be held on
Thursday 10th October at 8pm
in the school hall. Parents of all pupils are
encouraged to attend and become actively
involved in supporting the school and their
child’s education.
Our Library upgrade is
almost complete.
The library was painted over
the summer. New library
furniture was installed.
The upgrade was financed from monies
raised from our school walk last May.
Library books, fact and fiction have been
digitally catalogued and the library has
been rearranged for all class levels. Two
parents are in the process of designing
and painting a wall mural for the library
and we look forward to seeing their
completed art work.

Thank you to all parents who paid school monies for art and
photocopying and rental of school books in June. There is a
small number of parents who have outstanding payments due.
Please ensure that payments are finalised by the end of
September. SCHOOL BOOK RENTAL: This year the school has
expanded the range of school books that are given on loan to all pupils
under our school based book rental scheme.
A Big Thank You to all our school staff
who worked very hard during the holidays
to make sure that the school was ready for
the children coming back.
Our caretaker Eamonn looked after the
school so well. He painted classrooms
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and maintained our
school gardens as well as other DIY jobs.
We also thank our part -time
caretaker Kevin who painted classrooms
15, 16, 19, 20 and the school library as
well as undertaking other repair jobs.
Geraldine, our school secretary was busy
in the office over the summer preparing
for the new school year.

Upcoming School Events for Classes
First & Fifth Classes will have an
opportunity to take part in a bodhrán
music making workshop in mid October.
Second & Third Classes will be going to
the National Concert Hall in late October
for the very popular Music in the
Classroom Concert.
Our Fourth Classes have been booked to
take part in the Fighting Words Writing
workshops in late October.
More details in October.
Castleknock Community Centre
host a Coffee Morning on next
Thursday 19th September from
9am to 1pm in aid of Dublin 15
Hospice. Please come along and
support D.15 Hospice

Congratulations to teacher Ms Brady
on the birth of a baby girl early in the
summer and also to teacher Ms Reilly
and on the birth of a baby boy recently.
Recent Staff Appointments:
We welcome Mr Freeman who is
teaching Senior Infants in Room 6 and
Ms O’Reilly who is teaching 3rd Class
in Room 13.

Skip-Hop Workshop
Pupils in all classes from
Senior infants to Sixth will
be introduced to skipping
skills shortly. We are delighted to have
Skip-Hop Coaches come to Scoil
Thomáis on 23rd, 24th, 25th Sept
to give workshops to the children.
Pupils will learn skipping skills and
fun games so that they can enjoy
skipping at home as a fun exercise
for health, fun & fitness.
Each child is asked to pay €2 for the
lessons and please bring money to
class teacher by Thurs 19th Sept.
Special Skipping Ropes will be on sale
in the school hall on 23, 24, 25 Sept
from 2.40pm to 3pm.
See note home for more information
& prices etc.
Scoil Thomáis Parent-Teacher
Meetings have been scheduled for
Wednesday 20th & Thursday 21st
November 2013 from 2.45pm.
More details after mid-term.

