
 

 

Rainbows Bereavement Service for Children:                               

It is hoped to set up a service in the Laurel Lodge Area to   

offer counselling for children who have suffered a                    

significant loss in their lives ( loss of parent/family member)  

or who have experienced family separation etc.  The service 

will need trained adult volunteers to guide children through the 

Rainbows programme.  If you are interested in learning about 

the Rainbows Programme or if you would consider  being trained 

as a Rainbows facilitator please contact Marie King at 

087/2415603 for more information.  

Well done to our school teams and to our 
school choir who represent the school so 

well in sports and choir events.  
As a thank you,  the school offered all those 
boys and girls who play on school teams for 
Football, and who represent the school in 
Athletics events and a number of children 
from our school choir, a trip to the cinema 

today Monday 17th Dec. The group will 
travelled to and from the cinema by bus and 
were  accompanied by a number of teachers.           
Pupils and teachers will enjoy the Christmas 

movie ‘The Rise of the Guardians’.  

The next meeting of the Board of  Management will be held  
on Monday 28th January 2013 at 7.45pm in the School   

Board Members please note  
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At this time of year we say a       
special thank you to all ancillary  

school staff who work so hard 
throughout the year to make sure 

the school runs efficiently and 
keep Scoil Thomáis clean and 

tidy  and well maintained.  
We thank school secretary Geraldine  

in the  office who is so helpful to 
everyone, to cleaning  ladies, Ellie 
and Lali who keep the school so 

clean, and to Eamonn  and Kevin 
who look after all the up keep of the 
school  etc. We wish them all a very 

Happy Christmas.  

Reminder to Parents  

Parents –Teacher Meetings 

will take place ‘after-school’ 

on Monday 11th + Tuesday 

12th February 2013.                  

More details in the New Year.  

Folens Christmas Annuals                   
are available to buy from the  

Siopa each morning this week.               
The annuals cost €4 each  
Sugradh for Infant Classes 
Spraoi for 1st/2nd Class 
Siamsa for 3rd/4th Class 
Sonas for 5th /6th Class 

Stay Safe Programme : Meeting for Parents 

An Information Meeting for parents will take 

place on Thursday 8th February 2013 at 8pm 

in the school to give an overview of the personal 

safety skills lessons that are taught to children as 

part of the SPHE  curriculum. More details in 

the January school newsletter 

Log onto  www.staysafe.ie  for useful                                    

information about the lesson themes.  

 

 

NuachtNuacht--Litir: Nollaig 2012Litir: Nollaig 2012  
School Holidays: Scoil Thomáis will close 

for Christmas holidays on this                          
Friday 21st December at 12noon. 

 School will re-open in New Year on                               
Monday 7th January 2013 at 9am. 

Ms Mc Garry, Ms Ryan and all our school 

staff wish all Scoil Thomáis children and their 

families a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

Many classes are busy rehearsing Christmas Plays over the past few 
weeks.  Parents of the classes involved are invited to attend at the 

time and nominated date given by teacher. Plays are scheduled for 

either Wednesday 19th or Thursday 20th December.                         
The children are  enjoying being involved in their class 

dramas to mark the Christmas  season. Thank you to 
parents and family members  who organised nativity 

costumes, props etc for the children involved.  

Christmas Art Competition: Scoil Thomáis Annual Art               
Competition takes place this week. All classes will be invited to the 
school hall on Tuesday 18th December to view  many of the  entries. 

Prizes will also be presented to the individual winners at each 
class level on Tuesday. We will have musical entertainment in 

the hall from some of our after-school music groups .                   
Well done to all pupils in many classes who took part in the 

art competition again this year.  

Scoil Thomáis Parents Association wish 

to thank the many children in all classes 

who donated food items for the Annual 

Food Appeal for   Vincent de Paul.                   

The response this year was better than 

ever! All the food has been transported to 

the local V de P for distribution to               

deserving families in the locality.                     

Many parent helpers came along last              

Tuesday 11th Dec to the school to help with packing all the food            

donations and also helped with transport.  



 

 

 Annual  Fundraising Raffle—Winners 
Congratulations to all the prize winners in our raffle, we had 

lots of lovely prizes. The major prize winners were:  
1st PRIZE:  Castleknock Hotel Voucher: David Glingeanu 

2nd PRIZE: €100CASH: Linda Sheridan, 3rd PRIZE:  €100 Voucher: Mary Rooney 
4th PrizeMERRION HAMPER: Eamonn Dunning,  5th Prize: B’Town Voucher:   

Alma Brady, Ailene Muan, Mohommad Maghrabi, 6th Prize: Dundrum Voucher: 

Shauna Herbert, Sean Greally, 7th Prize: B’town Voucher: Celia Mooney, 8th Prize 

Okra Green Meal Voucher: Maia Fogarty, 9th Prize: Case Wine: Matthew Garrihy, 
Fionnuala Bergin, 10th Prize: GAA Voucher: Richard Gill,  
More Prize winners as follows Marcai Voucher: Aoibh McLoughlin,  CASH €40: 

Peter Ogu, Borza Voucher: Michelle Daly, Tesco Voucher: Louise Timmons, Collage 

Hair Voucher: Steven O Callaghan, Eoin Monaghan, Elain Smith, Topaz Voucher: 

Hannah de Leon, Fruit/Veg Voucher: Mary Casserly, Sweeney’s Voucher: Colm 
Boyle, Smyths Toy Voucher: Thomas Kelly, and more prizes for Sellers and Winners. 
All winners are being notified and prizes may be collected at the school. Thanks to all 
our sponsors and to those parents who donated prizes for the Raffle. We raised a  
€5,300 (net) which will be used to computerise and  redevelop our school library. 
Special thanks to Geraldine , our  School  Secretary for sourcing so many  wonderful 
prizes for our raffle and to Caretaker Eamonn who ensured collection of the prizes.   

Televised Mass from 

Laurel Lodge Church.  
Just to let everyone know 

that you will see a                 

beautiful Nativity Art Mural in the Church 

(behind the altar). The Mural was                 

designed by our teachers Well done to the 

following pupils from our 5th classes who 

undertook the lovely painting work.  

R.23: Niall Walsh, Sinead Winters, Iolanda 

Martinas. R.22: Niall Harrington, Leah 

Guinane. R.21: Andrew Gavrilas, Alex Caca, 

Ben McDonald 

Christmas Masses 2012                            

in Laurel Lodge Church:  
Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve at 11pm 

( televised)  

Masses on Christmas Day at 9am, + 

11am TV Mass with Children’s Choir 

+ 12.30pm Mass 

Message from the  
Board of Management  

The BoM acknowledges that parents 
and children in Scoil Thomáis are very         
appreciative of the great work that all 
our school staff undertake throughout 
the school year. Parents often want to 
give special thanks to school staff at 
Christmas time by giving presents.          

The BOM and our school staff                 
understand that Christmas places great 

financial pressure on families and    
therefore parents are reminded that 

school staff do not expect gifts at this 
time of the year. Instead parents/

children may like to show appreciation 
to our staff with their own handmade 
cards, kind words and good wishes at 

this time of the year.  

 

 

Special Message from Santa !              
Santa asks all Scoil Thomáis children to be in 

bed early on Christmas Eve. Santa will be            
visiting all homes in Laurel Lodge and                 

surrounding areas with lovely presents for  
 boys and girls.                   

MERRY CHRISTMAS from Santa 

GREEN SCHOOL NEWS : 
Our Green School Committee have been busy this past week. Last  Wednesday, 
12th December the boys and girls in Rooms 4, 13, 14, 15, 21 and 24 went on a 

'litter walk' around the grounds of Scoil Thomáis. They brought maps of the area 
with them and marked areas inside and outside the school grounds where they saw 
various types of litter. We are looking forward to putting all of the data together 
in order to see the extent of the school's/community's litter problem. The results 
will be finalised for January . Go to www.scoilthomais.ie to see the photos of what 

our pupils saw on their letter walk and survey trail.  

Junior Infants Class—September 2013 

Enrolment for Junior Infants  in Scoil 

Thomáis for September 2013 will take 

place in the school on the following dates: 

Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd & 

Wednesday 23rd January 2013             

Parents seeking to enrol a child for junior          

infant class must provide the following               

documents to the school at enrolment  

 Birth Certificate 

 Baptismal Certificate (if applicable) 

 Proof of residence ie two utility bills 
Children who are due to start school must 

be 4 years by June 2013  

Calling all young writers! 

Catherine Coady and her  

Parent Alive-O Team        

invite 5th & 6th Class    

pupils to write their very 

own Children’s Christmas story,                

to retell the Nativity from the          

viewpoint of the animals in the          

stable. Details of the competition 

have been given to all interested  

children. The closing date for          

completed entries is Monday 14th 

January  2013 so pupils can work on it 

over the Christmas holidays. There 

will be prizes for the best stories 

and the winning story will be used for 

the Alive –O Parents Programme for 

First Classes next Christmas.                 

So Get Writing Children! 

Scoil Thomáis BoM has appointed an 

engineer to draw up plans to upgrade  

the playground area at Castleknock 
Rise Gate to eliminate water ponding           

issues. The works will also seek to  

widen some of the pathways to senior 

classrooms at this side of the school  


